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Bell Helmets K 


MotoStar—Yellow; Мег: у... ТЫЛ 2215 re а citas e eae SS $89.95 
RT.-- Red, Slus аламе: : Ska ata ala As S e AAA d e ur $54.95 | 
JT 5-Snap Team Visors \ 
JT MiKkOola ROPICA VISO оаа $4.95 
JT Bubble Visor — Red, White, Blue, Yellow and Smoke ........................ $3.95 
JTTeam Peak — Red, White, Blue, Yellow апа Smoke ......................... $3.95 
JI Mud-O-Cross Visor with Clear Extension . .................................. $6.50 
Face Masks Ч 
JIMIRKolaReplicd 5-42. 5 Ee ен Ut S Pe a wei rs $8.95 
Jofa — Red, Yellow, Blue, White and Green ..........:....................... $4.95 
. Сапега Face Mask — Red, White, Blue, Yellow, Black ......................... $8.95 = 
Scott — Red, Blue, White, Yellow and Огапде ................................ $6.95 / 
догон 3 
Modei 53 — Blue, White, Orange Home РО сс аы $13.95 
Model 54 — Blue, White Frame (Ро!аптей!еп$).......................... $17.95 
Model 59 — Red, Yellow Frame (Lexan Lens) ............................ $15.95 
Baruffaldi 
White, Blue, Black, Yellow апа Red Frame ............................... $10.95 
Carrera 
White, Blue, Black, ҮеПом апа Red Frame .........................:..... $42.95 


JT ‘WFO’ Team Jerseys 

Polyester/cotton knit — shrink and fade resistant. Available in JT Team Honda, Suzuki, 
Yamaha, Maico, Husqvarna and Kawasaki. 

AdullSIz6es:S, M,L.XE. 5... Lilli... РИШУ ооу нЕ $19.95 
IT $16.95 


JT Team UnLeathersm 

Approved for AMA Competition. Nylon-leather combination as wom by Heikki Mik- 
kola, Broc Glover and Marty Smith. MIKKOLA GP REPLICA — Blue-Red/White Stripe; 
HUSQVARNA — Black Olo Stripe; SUZUKI — Blue/Yellow Stripe; MAICO — Red/Yellow 
Эре: еге RE ГҮҮ DRE CE Santen oy SE Gate's Kids’ $65.95... Adult $94.95 
JTTEAM KAWASAKI, JT TEAM HONDA лин Ж eas Kids’ $79.95... Adult $414.95 
Kids’ Waist Sizes: 22", 24" and 26’. 

Adult Waist Sizes: 26", 28", 30", 32”, 34", 36”, 38". 


JT Champion Boots 

Super light, super strong, quality leather, fantastic colors! Available now in Adult and 
Kid sizes. Colors: Black/Yellow Shield, Red/Yellow Shield, Blue/Yellow Shield. 

Adult Sizes: 6, 6'5, 7, 8, 85, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 : 
Kids’ Sizes: 4, 4', 5, 5% ............. fee Same EAR RE AlSizes..:.. $89.95 


2. Lightly Padded 


JT World Champion Gloves 
Available in sizes 8, 9, 10 and 11 


No. 4 *JT Champion — Orange/Black/White ................................... $28.85 

JT Wolsink — Black/White . ................ RR RII $28.85 

JT Mikkola Il Replica — Blue/White .............see eee eee ees $32.85 

* JT Desperado — Black/Yellow. eren ntt $32.85 

= No. 2 "JT Mikkolal — Red/Black ............................. eee eee eees $28.85 
OF) “Marty Smith Replica — Red/White/Blue ................................. $28.85 
al No. 3 “JT Champion II — Orange/Black/White, Red/Yellow, Blue/Yellow .......... $24.95. 
No. 4 JT American — Red/White/Blue (shown) ................................ $24.25 


"Indicates also available in kids' sizes 5, 6 and 7. 


JT Kabel Keep 
Professional's Choice offers a 
snap-free surface to eliminate 
front brake lock-ups. Also avail- 
able for mini bikes. 

Kable Keep #4 ......... $6.95 
] Kable Keep #2 ......... $8.25 


Я UT Team Hats V. Cuslom Lettering 
A must for hatfanatics!! Pick mmm Jerseys 0 
М your team colors: Red/ SES à (AMA regulation size let- 


E White, Blue/White, Red/Yel- Ё (ELLO b. tering) 


gl low, Blue/Yellow, Orange/ A. Name(3"high) $4.00/Itr 


Bi Black, Yellow/Black, White | Number(8"high) . .. . 
IE Orange poa Pur $6.50 е 52.007 number 
f Bike Logo (your | 
Stickers aon hc = ЧАКЕ К ye 3.00 ‘the grip’ by JT 
JT Team Van Stickers (17"x19", Choice of red/ | 1 ОО, Knuckle . $5.00 А simple round grip with adequate surface 
yellow, blue/yellow, black/yellow SONOS $2.95 1 / (7 letter limit) ^ area and proper tread design. Available in 
JT Phase Two Truck Sticker (13"x572) ........ $2.50 MX or BMX in yellow (soft 
JT GoForlt MX Sticker (177х12")............ $3.95 Pants grip), red. (medium grip), : 3 
JTStickie Bag (10 assorted stickers) Лей». eds E $2.95 L 4 JT Logo(rear) e.. $5.00 blue (firm grip) and black 3 
JT USA Team Stickers (Choice of red, yellow, g : JTLogo(frontlegs) ...  (extrafimgrip) ... $3.95 | 
blue, white or black) ................. 25¢each | $4/leg е | | 
JT Phase Two Stickers ................. 25¢each } f; JTPatches... $2/each | 
Small JT USA Team Stickers (choice of red, , = NameonRear ... $2/Itr | 
yellow, blue, white orblack) .......... 25¢ each " + SORRY — No CODs 4978 JT MX CATALOG 
ATTENTION буе e on Custom Clothing 32 pages of full-color 
Self addressed stamped envelope must accom- o e showing the latest in 
pany any sticker order for less than $2.95. JTgear ....... $3.00 


NAME QUANTITY SIZE COLOR . . AMOUNT 
ADDRESS 
САО ла EA SAVES ZIP, 

Send Money Orderto avoid delay in shipping. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. Will ship COD same day. 


All foreign orders add 10% for shipping charges and must be prepaid in U.S. currency. For super-fast 
delivery call us un-collect at (714) 427-0971. All orders less than $10.00 please add $1.50 handling fee. It additional space is required when you are ordering, write down the items (including quantity, size, 


color and amount) on a separate sheet of paper and send it along with this coupon. 


NAMEAPPLIED .— — — — — — —  NUMBERAPPUED — ———~—~~ ~ — 
| AMLENCLOSED -— — — — — .  . () МаѕіегСћагде/() Visa/() Amer.Express DEALER: Send For Free Catalog On Letterhead APR. DB 
Expiration Date Credit CardNo. . JT RACING USA 303 W. 35th, Ste. D, National City, Calif. 92050 
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the Mechanical 
ADVANTAGE 


Rubber mounted 


NEW 38MM Mikuni chromoloy handlebars. 
carburetor. 


NEW 500 x 17 


Trelleborg rear tire. Full floating rear 


brake system. 


NEW wider rear hub 
w/stronger 3 cross NEW gas-filled 
SPOKE pane shocks w/greater 
volume — 10” of 
rear wheel travel. 


NEW “Maintenance- 
Free” Timken® 
tapered steering 

head bearings. 


NEW “B-52 FINNED” 
cylinder w/replaceable liner 
— Greater torque at lower 
RPM — Increased cooling. 


à АП тар з, NEW large volume 
NEW flex-free light- pressure die cast CaS w repack. NEW Ultra-Strong 
weight swingarm engine cases w/ СЕ айан Е. Norwegian-made 
mounted in sealed 6 speed gearbox. Husqvarna rims w/ 
needle bearings. security locking pins. 
EXCLUSIVE HUSQVARNA 60 DAY 
FULL ENGINE/ FRAME WARRANTY. - 
NEW U.S. manu- 


factured “Leakproof” ® 


Husqvarna 


^1 World Championship Titles 


Husqvarna Motorcycle Co., Inc. • 4925 Mercury St. e San Diego, California 92111 


Dual action 
chain tensioner. 
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CHECKPOINT 


Close encounters . 


By Rik Paul 


O “Friday the 13th, huh?" 

The tone in Soup's voice was, how 
shall we say, less than enthusiastic as 
he mulled over the prospect of riding. 

"Come on,” | urged, rolling my eyes 
with increasing impatience. ''You don't 
actually believe in that crap, do уои?” 

He narrowed his eyes just the 
slightest bit. An index finger was slowly 
raised for emphasis. ''You can never be 
too sure.’ 

What the hell did he mean by that, | 
still pondered amid the crunch of 
breakfast bars and day-old pizza, as we 
cruised out to our regular riding place. 
This was the first non-raining day in two 
weeks. Dancing in my head were 
visions of streams running full, brisk air, 
green vegetation, dustless trails and 
(dare I think it?) traction. Right here in 
California. This was a once-a-year 
chance, not to be squandered because 
of some petty superstition. 

"Friday the 13th, indeed,’’ | muttered 
aloud as we crested the final hill of the 
dirt road leading to our spot, and 
suddenly slid off to the side. “Миа!” 
Soup shouted. | quickly tried to turn the 
wheel the other way, causing us to slide 
to the opposite side. | desperately 
fought to control the truck, as a low, 
throaty groan began drifting out of 
Soup, rising steadily in volume and 
intensity. 

We were about halfway down the hill, 
still gaining speed despite our brakes, 
weaving a drunken path through the 
ribbon of mud. Soup’s groan grew more 
urgent, and the radio blared, ‘‘Y’know, 
the nearer your destination, the more 
you're slip-slidin' away.” 

Finally his groan reached peak 
intensity. | cocked the wheel to full left, 


. of the worst kind 


as we continued sliding to full right, and 
decided the only sensible course of 
action left was to shut my eyes. 
Suddenly, | heard Soup's frantic scream 
pierce the darkness, ‘‘Watch out for the 
u AUD, OER 

“Uh, never mind.” 

| counted to ten and opened my eyes. 
Soup was already stomping around 
outside, shouting rare and unusual 
obscenities, so | decided to join him in 
the ankle-deep bog. 

After a mere hour and a half of 
pushing, tugging, digging, rock piling, 
wheel spinning, kicking and general 
all-around mire wallowing, we finally 
pried the truck out and let it slide the 
rest of the way down the hill. 

There was agrim silence as we 
changed and unloaded the bikes. 

Ah, the anticipation. Carefree 
splashing through the streams, 
bounding merrily over rocks, and 
zigzagging down the yellow brick trail. 

Ten minutes later | was stuck on a 
rocky uphill. "Need any help?’’ Soup 
shouted down from the top. 

“Nah, I'll be up in a moment,” | 
confidently replied. Then | wrapped both 
hands firmly under the seat, paused a 
moment to brace myself for the lift, and 
emitted an ear-piercing scream. 

Have you ever watched a blister 
being born? Really quite fascinating. 

l'm sure | heard a “hiss” as | dunked 
my hand into an ice-cold stream, 
directing my own set of four-letter 
words at my high pipe. 

When my hand was thoroughly numb 
| returned to the bike, where Soup was 
patiently waiting with a piece of gauze 
and duct tape. ''| won't say | told you 
so,’’ he softly began, ‘‘but it's not too 


DIRT TO COME 


(] Test: Suzuki RM400C 


口 Test: Bultaco 350 Sherpa T 


O Shootout: 250 Motocross — Honda, Kawasaki and Yamaha 
C] Test: Yamaha YZ250E plus Bob Hannah set-up tips 


Shootout: 175 Street/Trailers — five from Japan 
О How To Ride Series: Using the Brakes 
Plus less pains with chains and dozens of hot setups and tips 


BEAUTIFUL SILVER HAND-ENGRAVED BUCKLE WITH 


BRONZE OVERLAID DIRT RIDER. FITS 115" BELT. 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 
P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


Be the first to own this 
EXCLUSIVE design. 


late to turn Баск.” 

| suppressed a grimace as | stoically 
taped it up, gave him a convincing huff, 
and proceeded to inch my bike up 
through the rocks, dropping it only 
once. 

At the top | sat on the machine to 
catch my breath, and happened to look 
down to see that the shifter was bent 
back double on itself. 

Sigh. 

Despite my weariness, | jumped off 
the bike, in true Six Days fashion, 
whipped out the Vise-Grips and began 
prying the shifter straight. ‘‘Just a little 
more,” | coaxed as it came slowly back 
to its original shape. ‘‘Ahh-h-h, perfec- 
. . ." Snap! | looked at the half of the 
shifter still in my Vise-Grips and raised 
my eyes questioningly at the heavens. 
"How have | angered you?” | asked ina 
low, solemn voice. 

After I'd bent the remaining half of 
the shifter so it stuck out at an angle 
from the cases, we were back 
under way. 

Kicking down into first was easy. That 
was good for about ten feet, then five or 
six jabs with the back of my heel would 
finally nudge it into second. Another 20 
feet, then a try for third would produce a 
false neutral engine scream. I'd pull in 
the clutch and jab a few more times, 
and it'd finally slip into gear just as the 
bike rolled to a halt. 

Soup followed patiently behind on the 
narrow trail, and | could vividly imagine 
his chortling inside his KRW as 1 
continued the routine of four or five 
kicks for each gear, screaming the 
engine a couple of times at every false 
neutral and, after coasting to a halt, 
having to start from first all over again. 

Kick, scream, kick, scream, curse, 
kick, second, kick, scream, kick, 
scream, shout, kick, scream, curse, 
kick, . . . Suddenly, out of the corner of 
my eye, | saw my left toe disappear 
behind my heel, caught and wrenched 
back by a hidden root. Human scream. 
| Soup pulled up behind as | dropped 

my bike and proceeded into a 
spontaneous one-legged boogie up and 
down the trail. When the initial pain 
subsided and | sagged into a crouch, 
there was faint applause. 

“You win!" | shouted, head cocked 
back. “I see the signs. | believe now." 
But the clouds still didn’t part. 

(continued on page 12) 


Please send.  buckle(s). | have enclosed 
$16.95 plus $1.00 postage & handling for each 
buckle ordered. Canadian orders add an 
additional $1.00, other foreign add $2.00. 


DB8-4 
Name 


Address 
City 
State 


DeCoster 
wins on 
Yokohama! 


"XQEOHAMA 
When you're the 
world champion 

д motocrosser уои 

ў don’t take chances оп 

iunt second-rate equipment. 

Everything has to be the 

best. That's why Roger 

DeCoster bets his reputa- 

tion on the performance of 

Yokohama Super Diggers, 

. the tires he helped develop. 

The Super Diggers offer the 

traction, cornering 

| performance and strength 

* that go the distance . . . 

| fast. Whether you’re a 

| world champion or working 
toa on getting there, 

- Yokohama Super Diggers 

are your ticket to ride. 


YOKOHAMA 


. THE YOKOHAMA RUBBER CO., LTD 


C.P.O. Box 1842 
Tokyo 100-91, Japan 
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BITS and PIECES 


By Len Weed 


Bultaco International in Virginia 
announced a cash contingency program 
with a potential payout of $277,000 for 
privateers mounted on Bultaco 
equipment. Each bike sold in 1978 will 
come with the contingency contract 
form. The contingencies will cover 
motocross, enduros, ISDT Qualifiers, 
shorttrack and observed trials. 

Highlights of the program include 
$5000 for winning the 250 or 500 USGP, 
$4000 for the national enduro 
championship, $3000 for the 
nationai observed trials championship 
or the District 37 250 or 500 desert 
championship, $1500 for the Florida 
Winter-AMA or Trans-AMA overall 
championship, $1000 for winning any 
National motocross, stadium or 
Trans-AMA event or a national enduro 
or ISDT Qualifier. 

For more details contact your local 
Bultaco dealer. 


О E 回 口 


From the pages of WET BIKE: Three 
Californians jet skied 3000 miles from 
San Diego to Hawaii. The trip last 
December took 18 days. Tom Calamia 
and David Calderon alternated six-hour 
shifts with coed Tracy Shelley who took 
to the waves three hours at a time. They 
used strobe lights for nighttime 
navigation. The journey survived four 
storms plus a collision with a sea turtle 
the size of a washtub. Unsubstantiated 
reports mention a futile attempt at 
mating between a white shark and the 
jet ski. 

The trio was using a pontooned, 
modified Kawasaki Jet Ski. Calamia 
hopes to sell the concept to the military. 
Sounds feasible. After all, the Navy 
spent $300,000 for a study of the 
military applications of the Frisbee. 
Seriously. Jet skis would be great for 
attacking small PT boats or rescuing 
kidnapped heiresses from Captain 
Nemo and his Killer Whale Squadron. 


口 О [Г] 口 


Test rider Jim Connolly has the 
following Old Motocrosser’s Motto 
tacked up inside his truck: Old age and 
treachery will overcome youth and skill. 


口 m 口 m 
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The Motorcycle Industry Council 
(MIC) has some free booklets relating to 
bike noise, including Enduro Noise 
Control Program and Racetrack Noise 
Control Program. For information write 
the MIC, 4100 Birch St., Suite 101, 
Newport Beach, California 92660; 

(714) 752-7833. 


m bi el 口 


Effective January 1 the sales, service 
and promotion of Penton Sportcycles 
became the responsibility of a new 
corporation, KTM America Inc. The new 
company was formed by an agreement 
between John Penton and Erick 
Trunkenpoltz, president of KTM Austria. 
Jack Lehto was appointed general 
manager of the new outfit. Larry Maiers 
will continue to serve as general 
manager of Hi-Point. The address of 
KTM America is 1906 Broadway, 
Lorain, Ohio 44052; (216) 244-2726. 
KTM Imports in California will continue 
to handle distribution to western states. 


回 О О О 


What аге they? Flattrackers гасеа іп 
Korea. Dean Baliniuk sent the photos. 


口 fal I 口 


Looking for more info about bicycle 
motocross? Did you know there's a 
monthly paper and bimonthly magazine 
that specialize in pedal power? Here 
they are: Bicycle Motocross Action 
Magazine, P.O. Box 5277, Torrance, 
California 90510. $4.50 for six issues. 


Bicycle Motocross News, P.O. Box 
5357, Orange, California 92667. $5 for 
12 issues. 

And the address of the national 
sanctioning organization, the National 
Bicycle Association, is P.O. Box 411, 
Newhall, California 91322; (805) 
255-7397. They offer a BMX promoter's 
information package and several 
different national series of racing. 


[а BE О О 


Here’s а more fleshed schedule for 
Russ Darnell. For more info write Russ 
Darnell Motocross School, 14851 
Genoa, Sylmar, California 91342; 
(213) 249-5032. 


May 6-7 Spearfish, South Dakota 
May 13-14 Midland, Michigan 
May 19-20 Byron, Illinois 
June 12-16 McMinnville, Oregon 
June 19-23 Indian Dunes, California 
June 19-23 Hollister Hills, California 
June 26-30 Mosier Valley, Texas 
June 26-30 Carson City, Nevada 
July 3-7 Byron, Illinois 
July 3-7 Bend, Oregon 
July 17-21 Tipton, lowa 
August 7-11 Honda Hills, Ohio 


Byron, Illinois 
Saddleback, California 


August 14-18 
August 14-18 


Toyota, probably best known as 
designer of the intrepid bronze DB 
pickup, has now added another laurel. 
They will be providing ‘‘official team 
trucks” to Team Kawasaki 
motocrossers Weinert, Stackable and 
Mosier. Above you see the Jammer 
diggin’ on his customized SR-5. Mods 
include spoke wheels, roll and push bar 
and blue, green and white pinstriping. 
And Adidas has joined Team 
Kawasaki, providing training shoes and 
suits. Did you know it’s not pronounced 
ah-DEE-dahs? It's really ahdee-dahs, 
derived from the name of the company 
founder, Adi Dassler. 
(continued on page 12) 


Can-/ 


Can-Am needed. 


Now we've got our power 
captive. 


Torque in foot / pound 


bed é à 

370 cc e RPM /00 
Our new MX-4 370 is a piston 
port / reed valve powerhouse. 
It delivers 42 BHP at the rear 
wheel and 33 ft-lbs of torque on 
demand. 


m MX-4 370: 
power under control 


Until MX- x more power froma The engine is repositioned in 
”bigger engine was the last thing our new chromoly frame for a 


lower c. of g. and easier cor- 
nering. 

The suspension uses 38 mm 
Marzocchi front forks and a 
totally reworked swingarm with 
Girling gas shocks set-up for 
just under 10 inches of travel at 
both wheels. 


LJ is 4 S. 5 3 
The rear brake is now fully 
floating and rod operated. 


motorcycles 
(&*Trademarks of Bombardier Limited 


We've restyled our seat, tank, 
footpegs, and incorporated a 
"Disco-Jet" muffler in our : 
exhaust system. 

See the new MX-4 370 at your 
Can-Am dealers. And while 
you're at it, have a look at the 
new MX-4 250. They both de- 
liver a motocrosser's secret 
fantasy: Can-Am power and 
price under control. 


i 
shouldn't 
hurt to be 

a child. 


But child abuse does hurt. And 
you can do something about 
it. Below are a few sugges- 
tions. Commit yourself to one 
and help stop the hurt. 


pom mn tu m tt us p s t lis t n 


Stop the Hurt. 


I'll show my child 
some love. (Some- 
times I forget.) 

Га like some facts. I'll 
send this coupon in 
and request in- 
formation. 

I'll help a troubled 
parent by being a 
good friend. 

I have a problem. I'm 
going to start talking 
about it. 

I'd like to start helping 
right now. Here's 

my donation. 


Name 
Address 
City. 
State Zip 
Stop the Hurt. Write: 


Prevent Child Abuse 
ae Box 2866 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 


National Committee for Prevention of Child Abuse 


SS er ee SS eee 
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A Public Service of This Magazine Ad. 
& The Advertising Council Cine 
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RIDERS WRITE 


Eric the old revisited 
Eric plays hard, rides hard and 

letches hard, but there is very little 
work indeed for a man who passed the 
mandatory retirement age well before 
the ''Big War.” Not that he ever did an 
honest day's work in his life, but at 
least now he has a legitimate excuse. 
And Erik has a son to support, Erik the 
Young, who between riding and 
letching lessons has scant little time to 
fritter away at making a living. What 
little Erik does manage to scrape 
together is spent on parts, or 
sometimes in an infrequent drinking 
bout, dedicated to his late wife, who 
died in an unseemly get-off at Baja 
some years back, the causes of which 
are still highly questionable. 

Tim McCarthy 

Bensenville, Illinois 


Will we ever learn the truth about 
Erik the Young's wife? . . . Ed. 


Reeding and riding 
| know about the various motocross 

schools. But is there anyplace you can 
get instruction in off-road riding which 
isn't aimed at the racer? Something to 
help the average trail rider improve his 
Skills, or maybe something for the 
novice enduro rider. 

Frank Nicoll 

Los Angeles, California 


How about it, sports fans? Are there 
any such schools out there in boonie 
land? In the meantime, Frank, take a 
look at The Boonie Book by Carl 
Shipman and How to Select, Ride and 
Maintain Your Trail Bike by Doug 
Richmond. Both are published by H.P. 
Books, P.O. Box 50640, Tucson, 
Arizona 85703 . . . Ed. 


You certainly do 
| need some help. | can't decide if | 
want to kidnap Miss NGK, Molly Blue 
or Sue Fish. Why don't you ask Eric the 
Old. 
Kawasaki Kid 
Craig, Colorado 


Eric isn't interested in being 
kidnapped. He suggests you take a 
cold shower and wait for those new KX 
racers to arrive . . . Ed. 


Good laugh 
In your November issue on page 53 


busting a berm on his CR390. In the 
picture Chuck Sun looks like Roger 
DeCoster. | decided to pull a fast one 
on one of my friends by telling him that 
Roger switched to Husky. | showed him 
the picture and it about turned his 
shorts brown. He finally realized it was 
Chuck Sun and we both got a good 
laugh out of it. 

David Fajardo 

Azusa, California 


Actually, Chuck Sun looks more like 
Roger DeCoster's mechanic. Roger 
does not resemble Jean Paul 
Belmondo. Your friend looks silly in 
brown pants . . . Ed. 


120 miles from where? 

Can you imagine how thrilled | was, 
after three years in Africa and three 
months in the western Kalahari, 120 
miles by 4WD from the nearest road, to 
find the June issue on the local 
newsstand. Speaking of Going in 
Circles, the Swahili word for white man 
is muzungu, one who goes in circles. 
More later, provided the anti-hedonist 
league doesn't catch up with me. 

PS: The only credibility references I 
have are Mert 'n' Bugs and even 
they're not sure anymore. 

Ravin' Dave 

The Santa Rosa Flash 

Gaberonie, Botswana, Africa 
PPS: Let's have gum laws with teeth in 
them. 


Ah. a » dà .. . ап... thanks 
for the pics, Dave. We particularly 
enjoyed Sunlit Elbow. Does she have a 
sister? . .. . Ed. 


With or without the sauce? 

When you meatballs blow one you 
really do a fine job of it. | was flipping 
through your October New Products. Is 
that not Gary Semics pictured on page 
60 and not Gaylon Mosier? | don’t 
doubt Gaylon uses Jofa gear, but | 
don't think it is he. 

PS: Please print this because my 
friends didn’t think | had the nerve to 
write it. 

Todd Yaskal 
West Islip, New York 


Friends, Todd has the nerve. About 
that photo of Gary. George did an 
interview with Gaylon and he couldn't 
tell the difference. He just writes what 
they send us. Besides, everything looks 


there was a picture of Chuck Sun like blimps to him anyway . . . Ed. B 


$ 


Four Of These Bikes 
Are Going 


To First Prize Winners. 
Will You Be One Of Them? 


THE INTERNATIONAL SIX 
MONTHS TRIAL 
Here's a chance to match moto wits 


. . . PLUS a head to toe riding 
outfit from the manufacturer of the 
riding jersey. And one of the lucky 


OTHER PRIZES THIS MONTH 
(listed in alphabetical order): 
BATES gloves and riding belt 


i KE staff, and, if luck bikes you choose AND Four First Prize BELL helmet 
ER e to bike winners will also receive official DG PERFORMANCE jacket, sweat 
win . . . A FREE MOTORCYCLE DIRT BIKE leathers (made by Bill shirt and hat 
AND A COMPLETE SET OF RIDING Walters) and a D/RT B/KE enduro ELECTRO helmet 
GEAR! jacket (made by Griffin Я FULL BORE Trophy boots 

. . . you can successfully finish FOREIGN RE . You can 

aon anew checkpoint A to enter too. (Send entries via air mail.) SIMON SAYS YES Gold Belt and 
qualify, and, We will allow extra time for receipt of Spoiler visor 

If . . . you have the best score in foreign entries. SHOEI HELMET helmet 


the monthly Special Test tie-breakers, 

you could win one of the four Grand 

Prizes. too. 
Your choice from the current 

(Spring, 1978) models of these 

bikes . . . HONDA CR250 一 

HONDA CR125 — KAWASAKI 

KD125 — KAWASAKI KE125 一 


SUZUKI RM125 — YAMAHA IT175 
— YAMAHA IT250 — YAMAHA 


Each monthly contest quiz 
produces monthly prize winners 


BILL WALTERS jersey (DIRT BIKE 
or any brand) 


THIS MONTH'S 
FIRST PRIZE: 

SUZUKI PE250 — SUZUKI RM250 - TORSTEN HALLMAN riding 

outfit of boots, leathers, 


Monthly first prizes of complete 
riding gear outfits have been or will be 
provided by TORSTEN HALLMAN 
RACING, J T RACING, HI-POINT 
and MALCOLM SMITH RACING 


YZ125 — YAMAHA YZ250. jersey, gloves and helmet. PRODUCTS 
CONTEST RULES I 
Send your entry to: Checkpoint Six: RACE OF CHAMPIONS : 
The entries: All five riders were AMA national 
patie CONTEST- champions in 1977. Enduro, 250 and 500 [| 
motocross, Reliability Trial-open class and 4 3 
Speedway. Each bike had a different racing Two contests in one. The six I 
P.O. Box 317 number. prin ine e Ae clues [нө monthly quizzes апа the half а year [| 
1 n 1 inishers in order, identi e brand of bi DD a 
Encino, California 91316 they were riding in our fictional race and their biggie. Nothing to buy. No L 
FAILURE TO USE THE ABOVE number piate ПП marier А ї{оппацор salesman will call. L| 
as appeared in since the contest 
ADDRESS WILL EXCLUDE joerg : 
YOUR ENTRY! " 
Don't forget to include your name and 1 
address on your answer sheet. 1 
CTT TTT TS REESE TERS REE E TETER SERIE REE RILKE SERRE EER EEE E EERE 
1) Total of the five number plate numerals was 86. Two were 9) The number of the last place rider equalled the number of І 
double digit. finalists in his form of competition. [| 
2) The last place rider rode his own bike. The order of finish for 10) One of the riders who rode his own bike (there were two) had I 
the other four bikes was alphabetical by manufacturer name. a number plate equal to the number of his national || 
3) There were five different brands of bikes. Three were championships. 1 
European. 11) The finishing position of the rider on the Penton equalled the 
4) The rider of the Suzuki finished just ahead of the rider who number of his national championships. [| 
didn't have to shift. (Be careful. Heh, heh, heh . . .) 12) The second highest number plate finished last. || 
5) Two riders had number plates that equalled the number of 13) The race bikes were manufactured in Japan, Sweden, | 
national championships each had won. Austria and Czechoslovakia. 1 
6) The number of the rider from Rhode Island equalled the 14) The rider with glasses finished just ahead of the San Diego 
number of points he scored to win his championship. rider. [| 
7) The Honda finished higher than its owner. 15) One motocrosser finished two places higher than the J 
8) The race winner is partial to Wild Bill Hickok's death hand speedway rider. Е I 
with an extra ace. 16) Tony's racing numeral was three. 1 
[| 
SPECIAL TEST TIE BREAKERS [| 
1) The total of national points scored by Bob des Nations іп 1977and. — inthe 13) How much did Brad Lackey's 360 Montesa cost [| 
Hannah in the three championship series in Trophee des Nations. Who had the only DNF Dim — ——— 
1977 was byanAmericanrider? — ^ ^^ — 1 . 14) The two riders who represented the U.S. in the I 
2) Who was the top scorer in the dirt half 8) Marty Smith’s mechanic’s name is Inter-Continental speedway world semi-final in 
(Sunday) of the International Motorcycle 1977 were and Е 
Olympiad? 9) What is the factory designation for the Yamaha : : 
3) The top rider in the 1977 ISDT was. б open class motocrosser? — ^ (two. 15) How many straight national wins does Marland 目 
4) Dick Burleson needs to win more letters, two numerals). Whaley have? á 
national enduro championships to tie Bill Baird. 10) Runnerup in the 1977 250 world motocross 16) Jim Pomeroy had how many seconds in 1972% Ё 
5) Three class winners in the U.S. Reliability Trials ѕегіеѕ WaS 1  (fullname). Supercross?. — —— —. Ё 
Series in 1977 меге aN -二 11) Who rode a Sachs in the 1977 Trans-AMA 17) The license plate of the Senior Editor of DIRT; 
and эма =e ute BIKEis. — | ^A .(Pleasedon't write or c [| 
6) Who won the world observed trial in Germany 12) List a brand new model introduced by Hodaka We won't tell you. Clue — a tire manufacturer 
in1977? ELE SR DERE x recently... = + oU S ree has three of them.) Е 
7) The U.S. Finished in the Motocross numerals and two letters) 18) The name of Bob Hannah’s sister in Canada is 
EN Ap a ОС | 


CHECKPOINT 


(continued from page 7) 


“You до оп," the martyr offered in 


his best Spartan tone, “l'Il be all right." 
Soup nodded, clicked into gear, and 
was off. 


"What a fight he put up,” | muttered 
as | gingerly picked up my bike on the 
narrow ridge. | began turning it around 
and the rear wheel slipped backwards 
off the cliff. With a grip born of 
desperation, | dragged it on its side 
back onto the trail, and then sat on its 
side cover and let the adrenalin settle 
down again before | attempted riding. 

“Well, i'll just wait back at the truck, 
leisurely change, take it easy, play it 


safe,” | reassured myself as | picked up 
a little speed. CRASH. 

"What a bitchin’ ride.’’ Soup was still 
bubbling over with unrepressed 
enthusiasm as | managed to slip-slide 
the truck back out to the paved road. “I 
guess you're right,” he admitted, ‘‘that 
Friday the 13th stuff really is crap." 

| carefully stretched my left ankle to 
gauge the growing pain in the swollen 
limb, and gently touched the bluish- 
green bruise on my right knee, a 
memento from my last get-off. 
"Mmmm," | muttered, smoothing the 
duct tape on my right hand, ‘‘what’d | 
tell ya?” 

Soup sniffed the air and thought a 
moment. ''Is that your truck burning?’ gg 


Extra layer of leather in palm absorbs 
wear, prevents blisters. Contoured 
shape won't bunch up 
Double stitched. 


Extra layer 
of protective 
leather on in- 
side of thumb 
where wear and 
tear is the roughest 


Fit, 
durability 


and protection 
never felt 


Ali gloves come in Extra Small, Small, Medium, 
Large and Extra Large to properly tit all 
riders, including younger riders and women. 


Genuine leather that is especially tanned 
for stretchability—provides the dura- 
bility you want and the fit you need. 


y 
t 


No inside seams to cause blisters. All 
thread is a speciai nylon thatis strong, yet 
will stretch and not cut the leather 


High-density. shock-absorbent padding 
protects back of hand, fingers. yel each 
stress point is relieved for flexibility. 


Double elastic 
band around 
entire wrist for 


RN snug fit. Giove 
Stays on, dirt 


r 
ÉL. & Stays out. 
a М. 
` 
4 X 
> 
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this good before! 


Just slip your hand into any of these new Bates 
gloves. Soft, supple. . .exactly the right feel. . .like 
they're already broken in. That's because the 
leather has been specially glove-tanned for 
stretchability. To keep the stretch in, the glove is 
‘bench cut’ by hand. ..almost a lost art in these 
days of mass production. 

To guarantee Bates famous workmanship, each 
glove is completely sewn by one operator, with six 
different inspections taking place before the Bates 
name goes on. 

They fit like a second layer of skin, but they're rug- 
ged too. Slip them on just once. Once is all it takes. 


ROAD RACING 
GLOVES 

The ultimate racing 
glove. Weighs less 
than 1 oz. Stretch fit 
allows sensitive 
fingertip touch on 
controls. Extra 
protective layer on 
heel of hand. Velcro 
wrist closure. No 
inside seams. Also 
great as cafe racing 
or touring gloves 


UNLINED | LINED | MOTO ROAD! A i = ot OVES 
TOURING | TOURING CROSS RACING Traditi > 
raditional styling 
$14.95 $17.95 $21.95 $24.95 with comfort that 
Ali gloves available in XS, S, M, L and XL must be experienced 
lo be believed 


See your local dealer or send full price plus $1.00 
for shipping and handling to: 


ACCESSORY HOUSE, INC. 
Box 1770-DG, 


the "quality people” Long Beach, California 90801 


Choice leather 
stretches to match 
every hand 
movement like a 
second skin. Choose 
lined or unlined 


BITS & PIECES 


(continued from page 8) 
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Maico's support program for 
motocross and enduro riders, in lieu of 
fielding a National motocross effort for 
the '78 season, paid rapid initial 
dividends. It can include parts, bikes, 
rebates and full sponsorship and 
spurred the best sales month ever last 
December. 


ey HE a en е) 


Would you rather be held down while 
somebody beats up on you with à 
baseball bat or have to give up your 
evenings and weekends for six months? 
Evel Knievel began serving a 180-day 
jail sentence last November for assault 
on a television executive. He is free to 
leave the prison facility during week 
days. He also announced what he calls 
his final stunt, whether he makes it or 
not, to be staged this summer in either 
Las Vegas or Atlantic City. He calls it 
Evel in a Haystack. Basically, he plans 
to be dropped from an airplane from an 
altitude of 40,000 feet while gamblers 
bet on which of 13 haystacks he will 
land in. Knievel hopes to receive $20 
million for the stunt, for which he will 
have his spleen removed beforehand to 
avoid rupture expected at the 120 mph 
impact speed. He will also have a 
missile guidance system surgically 
implanted in his chest to target him into 
the haystacks. Seriously, folks, we 
aren't making this up. 


O еа 


Husqvarna А.В. has merged with 
another Swedish company, Electrolux. 
The move allows Husqvarna to continue 
as an independent organization. No 
changes are expected in the distribution 
of Huskys in the U.S. It is expected that 
the increased resources available 
because of the merger will permit 
additional emphasis on product 
development and marketing. If the 
name Electrolux sounds familiar, it's а 
vacuum cleaner. 


GP E eh а 


The Rodney C. Gott Harley-Davidson 
Museum is now open Monday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4p.m. with 
tours every 30 minutes. The 10 a.m. 
and 2p.m. tours also include a 
45-minute look at the manufacturing 
facility. For more info contact the AMF 
Motorcycle Products Group, 689 Hope 
Street, Stamford, Connecticut 06907; 
(203) 325-2211. | 


Produced byLew Futterman and Tom Werman forthe Next City Corporation. 


AMA Camel Pro Series/ 
Grand National Champion: 
Jay Springsteen; Harley-Davidson 


Trans-AMA 500cc International 
Motocross Series Champion: 
Roger DeCoster; Suzuki 


AMA 500cc National 
Motocross Champion: 
Marty Smith; Honda 


AMA 250cc National 
Motocross Champion: 
Tony DiStefano; Suzuki 


AMA 125cc National 
Motocross Champion: 
Broc Glover; Yamaha 


AMA Supercross Champion: 
Bob Hannah; Yamaha 


World 500cc Motocross Champion: 
Heikki Mikkola; Yamaha 


World 125cc Motocross Champion: 
Gaston Rahier; Suzuki 


World 500cc Road Racing Champion: 
Barry Sheene; Suzuki 


World 250cc Road Racing Champion: 
Mario Lega; Morbidelli 


World 125cc Road Racing Champion: 
Paolo Bianchi; Morbidelli 


World 50cc Road Racing Champion: 
Angel Nieto; Bultaco 


World Sidecar Champions: 
George O'Dell/Cliff Holland; Yamaha 


World F-750cc Road Racing Champion: 
Steve Baker; Yamaha 


We run around 


with some fast company. 


g 


Of the 16 U.S. and world motorcycle racing championships at stake 
in 1977, 14 were won on bikes equipped with Champion spark plugs. . 
The bikes included: Yamaha; Suzuki; Kawasaki; Honda; Bultaco; 

Harley-Davidson and Morbidelli. And Champion plugs gave them CH AM PIO N 
the quality performance to consistently win with. So do like the fast . D @ 
company does. Equip your bike with Champions. 


You cant 
buy a better plug. 


e Champion Spark Plug Company • Toledo, OH 43661 


BRAD LACKEY 


А 


Riding Technology 


What to do the other six days of the week 


О Hi, sports fans, Charlton 
Cardiovascular, roaming reporter here. 
I'm standing in front of the Quail Court 
Athletic Club in Walnut Creek, 
California. Word has it that such famous 
athletes as Reggie Jackson and Sal 
Bando, who used to play for the nearby 
Oakland Athletics, visit this 
establishment regularly when in town. 
Maybe we'll luck out and run into one of 
them. Ah, here comes a sharp-looking 
Chevy van now. A Parker-Robb special. 
The driver's stepping out. Maybe it's 
Reggie Jackson. 

Hello, there. Do you make $600,000 
a year for standing around in right field 
and fighting with your manager? 

Nope, sorry | don't. 

Well, maybe you make $300,000 a 
year for snaring line drives down the 
third base line? 

Wrong again. | race motorcycles for 
a living. 

Well, | guess you aren't Reggie or 
Sal. Are you anybody? 

Well, "т me. Brad Lackey. 

Never heard of you. Are you sure you 
don't have a candy bar named after 
you? 

'Fraid not. I'm just on my way into the 
club to work out. Want to come along? 

Sure enough. Let's see now. Baby 
Brad. Bradfingers. Good and Lackey. 
How about an ice cream? We could 
name an ice cream after you. Here, 
take this bat and ball. Who knows, 
maybe you'll get lucky . . . 


If you read Brad's interview in the 
January issue you know that the world's 
fourth-ranked 500 rider uses a daily 
training program rather than riding to 
prepare himself for Sunday's wars. 
That's five or six days a week 
Stick-to-it-ness. Brad generally runs 


around five miles and also tackles a 
series of exercises designed specifically 
for him by a Dr. Hegge in Belgium. The 
doctor concentrates on athletes and the 
treatment and prevention of injuries. 
Brad wanted a program that wouldn't 
require toting a portable gym across 
Europe. All he has to carry is a pair of 
five-kilo (11-pound) hand weights. 
For our photo session Brad used 


First Brad warms up with standard bent knee sit-ups, 11 repetitions, done fast (not 


ordinary hand dumbbells, but the bars 
he normally uses in Europe are solid 
bars rather than the conventional bar 
with plates bolted on. 

When Brad is home he uses the full 
facilities of his club, including the 
punching bag, incline boards and 
weight machines. Here's his on-the- 
road program, ideal for the Hotel Dodge 
set. 


shown here). Then he switches to bent knee sit-ups with a twist, 11 repetitions done 
slowly. Instead of lifting his torso straight ahead, he twists it as far as he can to the 
left or right, alternating, as soon as he lifts up off the mat. Then he touches his left 


elbow to his right knee and vice versa. 
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TRAINING WITH BRAD LACKEY 


LR 


N 


Hook the hands under Bent knee sit-ups with weights. Do ten fast Here Brad started with his arms spread out 


something or have someone repetitions while holding the training weights at his sides, T-fashion, then brought his 

hold them down. Then slowly do in each hand. arms up to the vertical position seen. Fifteen 
a 180 with the legs. All the way slow reps. The weights should not quite 
over to the right until they are touch the floor as the arms are dropped out 
almost touching the floor, then away from the body. 


all the way over to the left, but 
again without quite touching the 
floor. Do ten reps slowly. 


Starting with a butt-in-the-sky position, Brad 


: pa skims his nose along the floor and extends his 
Lowerthe weights toward Waisttwister. Forty fast head as far forward as possible without moving 
the belly, then lift the arms as repetitions twisting at the his hands or feet. Then he lifts his head and 
far behind the head as waist from left to right and returns to the start position. Five reps, slowly. 
possible. Ten slow back again while holding the Then he places his head as far forward as possible 
repetitions. weights. and skims it along the surface as far as possible to 


the rear without moving his hands or feet. Then he 
lifts up and returns to the forward start position. 
Again, slowly for five reps. 


Another isometric exercise, this time Again, the weights are held as seen for The arms punch away at an imaginary 
from a sitting position. Brad holds the ten seconds. This is done five times with bag for 40 fast repetitions. 
weights out to his sides as shown for ten a brief rest period between each attempt. 


seconds. Five repetitions. 
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Now the arms travel from directly overhead 
to the belly, again without touching the 
weights to the floor or body. Fifteen slow 
repetitions. 


AVAILABLE 
ANYWHERE!!! 


RESIDENCE 
SCHOOL OR 
HOME STUDY 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC’S 

TRAINING - 
CALL TOLL FREE 


The arms are slowly lowered, keeping 
the weights as far away from the body 
as possible. Fifteen repetitions, slow. 
Again, nothing should touch. 


ааа Same positioning, but ап isometric 
tterfly (in (no motion) exercise. He arches his 


fies i 


Brad does slow reps using a bu 


front of his head, then back to his hips) body, touching his toes and lifting his 1 -800-52 8-6050 
stroke. For this and the next two exercises: shoulders, and holds the weights just : 
it may be necessary to skip them for the first off the floor for ten seconds. He does Ext 77 6 
few weeks of the ргодгат to build ир this five times，A second isometric 
sufficient strength. Oryou cantry them variationis holding the weights just 
using lighter weights. off the floor up in front of the head. LOS ANGELES CALL 213-944-0633 
| Again forfive reps often seconds еасһ. OR WRITE FOR DETAILS TO 
| AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS, INC. 


10025 SHOEMAKER AVE., DEPT. 


SANTA FE SPRINGS, CA 90670 
19 Brad does three 
jumping exercises. 
First he jumps off 
the floor 15 times. 
Next, he jumps 20 
times on one leg, 
then another 20 on 
the other leg. 
- 2 = Finally, he finishes 
His head, back, elbows and heels are up with 15 of the 


DB 


OR MAIL COUPON 


against the wall. The palms are up traditional 
for this curling exercise. The weights Jumping Jacks. If 
а аге lifted to touch the chest, but you've never done 
More punching, from a should not touch any part of the body them in gym class, 
standing position. Brad as they are lowered. If he fails to the U.S. Army will ase 
does 25 fast reps. touch his chest he starts over again be glad to show идиш d ) 
with a count of опе. He does 60 reps. you how. ш ILAM [ĪRESIDENCE SCHOOL 


INTERESTED IN [a] HOME STUDY 
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‘Chuck learned to adopt a smoother, more conservative 
style to be sure of finishing races. е 


Chuck added two more overalls after 
the Mid-Ohio opener. 


One of Chuck's toughest rivals in the 
1977 Trans-AMA Support class was 
Moto-X Fox's Mark Barnett. 


No more wrenching for the 
Trans-AMA National class winner 


Report and photography by Jim Gianatsis 


Г] There are two ways to make it to the 
top in the high-powered, bucks-up world 
of American professional motocross. 
Neither is easy, but one is a lot harder. 
One way, and the easiest, is to impress 
the Southern California-based 
motorcycle companies with consistent 
wins at nearby tracks like Carlsbad and 
Saddleback. The second way is 
roughing it on the road. 

For Chuck Lai Sun the second way 
was the only way to go. Not too many 
factory team managers take notice of 
who dominates at the local races up 
around Sherwood, Oregon. So Chuck 
hit the AMA National circuit, a little over 
two years ago. He stuffed his shop- 
sponsored 360 Husky into a home-built 
enclosed trailer, convinced his best 
friend of the glories of being a race 
mechanic, and talked his girlfriend into 
joining them. Together the trio piled into 
a 12-year-old Chevy pickup truck to 
follow the 1975 Trans-AMA series 
across the United States. 

As the story goes . . . Chuck had just 
enough money, about 150 bucks, to get 
to the first race in Ohio. The 250cc 
Support class was already full, so he 
had to compete in the 500cc 
International class against all the top 
factory riders. During the ten weeks of 
traveling across the country he showed 
flashes of potential. At Cycle World, 
Missouri, he nailed the holeshot,only to 
throw his bike away two corners later 
when the realization that he was leading 
a Trans-AMA race finally got to him. 

Most of Chuck's first year on the 
circuit consisted of trying to keep his 
bike and truck running, while still doing 
well enough in each week's race to earn 
the money for gasoline and food to see 
them through to the following week's 
race. Things like motel rooms were a 
luxury Chuck could never afford. Once 
in a while they'd bum a shower or a 
warm floor when it was really cold out, 
but most of the time Chuck and 
girlfriend Lisa camped out in the back of 


the pickup truck while mechanic Rocky 
made the front seat his home. Much of 
the time meals consisted of nothing 
more substantial than cold cereal or 
peanut butter sandwiches. 

Lisa and Rocky called it quits midway 
through the 1976 racing season, leaving 
Chuck on his own. Besides racing, 
training and driving, he now had to be 
his own mechanic as well. One could 
live cheaper than three, though, and 
once in a while Chuck could afford the 
luxury of restaurant food and sharing a 
motel room on race weekends with 
other riders. 1976 was also the year that 
Chuck didn't get much faster, but he 
learned the tricks for riding consistently 
and keeping his bike together. 
Consistency and a reliable bike are both 
necessities if a privateer is to survive. 

Much of the 1976 season was spent 
racing Support at the National races. 
When the Trans-AMA series rolled 
around again he had made sure he was 
entered in the 250cc Support class. The 
series evolved into a battle between 
Chuck, Danny LaPorte, John Savitski, 
Rich Eierstedt and Jimmy Ellis, with 
Eierstedt pulling off the title win at the 
final event in Phoenix. Chuck finished 
the series in third place as top privateer 
behind Honda's Eierstedt and Suzuki's 
LaPorte. 

Normally such a performance would 
have netted him a factory ride for 1977, 
but it didn't. Chuck wasn't the type to go 
around asking the other factory teams 
to sponsor him. Most of the other teams 
figured Chuck was loyal to Husky and 
that Husky would provide him with 
additional help. Husqvarna didn't have a 
large motocross budget for 1977, and 
what they did have all went to Kent 
Howerton, the new 500cc National 
Champion. Take it or leave it, the best 
offer Husky could make Chuck was to 
provide him with a bike, parts, and a 
used Husky van to replace his weary 
pickup truck. Chuck took it. He'd still 
have to pay his own expenses, but there 
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EauClaire, Wisconsin 


We have felt that over the past two years, with the ever 
increasing cost of motor cycle racing, that there had to 
be a better way to go. After thinking about wáys to 
bring down the cost to you, the rider, we feel that we 
have found the answer. 


Dirt Runner Supply Buyers Club is a club for members 
buying together for less and still receiving top quality 
merchandise. 


Advantages to becoming a member are: 
1. Save 25% to 50%. 
2. Fast service to members only. 
3. Top quality merchandise. 
4. Toll-free number. 
5. Specials during the year at reduced prices. 
6. Watch for big contest in catalog. 


DON'T MISS OUT - GET SMART - JOIN TODAY. 
Just send a check or money order for $10.00 per year 
to: Dirt Runner Supply Club, Р.О. Box 383, Eau Claire, WI 
54701, and we will send you your special catalog, Dirt 
Runner T-Shirt, and personal membership card. Cana- 
dian orders add an additional $1.00, other foreign add 
$2.00. 


Street 
City 
State Zip 


Indicate Size: S M L XL 
Additional T-shirts at $4.95 each. 


ل س ESE‏ 


Turn on your 
four stroke Honda, 
Kawasaki or Yamaha! 


never dreamed of! 
Powroll manufactures the 
finest exact tol- 
erance compon- 
ents and can re- 
build your engine 


Whatever type of biking 
you're into, Powroll has 
a setup to maximize 
the efficiency of 

your bike. Your 
four stroke 


may have a to high 
horsepower performance 
potential specifications. 
you've 


Our New 54 pg. Performance Guide helps you pick the 
right components for YOUR needs. $2.00 postpaid. 


Shelvin Park Road 


Po WROLL Р.О. Box 1206 


Bend, Oregon 97701 
DB4 
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DON VESCO PRODUCTS, INC. 
7565 NORTH AVENUE 
LEMON GROVE, CA 92045 


RIDE MORE THAN 40 MILES ON YOUR DIRT BIKE? YOU NEED THE 
SKINNY-FAT DISTANCE TANK! THE SAME TANKS USED BY BAJA 
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6 MODELS FIT MOST DIRT 
BIKES. SEND 50c FOR INFO. 
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CHUCK SUN 


would at least be a couple of bucks of 
contingency money from Husky if he did 
well. 

1977 was the year of the rising Sun. 
His speed picked up considerably. He 
rode the National classes instead of 
Support, and while Husky team leader 
Kent Howerton went into a slump, 
Chuck began finishing consistently in 
the top ten each week. When the 
National Championships concluded at 
the end of August, Chuck Sun was the 
seventh-ranked rider overall in the 
National standings, ahead of a lot of 
better-known factory riders. 

Chuck attacked the Support class of 
the 1977 Trans-AMA series with a 
vengeance. Yamaha was out to snare 
the Support class with its two factory 
riders, Mike Bell and new 125cc 
National Champ Broc Glover. Honda 
counted on Warren Reid. But Chuck 
showed from the opening race at 
Mid-Ohio that he had the skill to do well 
on each of the different tracks of the 
series. Some of the California factory 
riders had difficulty in the mud at the 
eastern races, while Chuck roosted 
away with the series right from the start, 
winning three of the first four rounds. 
Moto-X Fox's young Mark Barnett gave 
Chuck a fight early on. 

The Trans-AMA series is also the 
riders' showcase for new sponsors, and 
the factories shop around for riders. 
Chuck was finally in a position to ask 
any of the big Japanese companies for a 
factory ride, but he liked Huskys and 
wanted to stay on them. His big break 
came midway through the Trans-AMA 


Chuck did well enough in local races to pick up 


when Kent Howerton announced he 

would no longer ride for Husky amidst 

speculation that he had secretly signed 

with Suzuki. The door was finally open 

at Husqvarna for Chuck, and within four 

days of Kent's leaving Chuck had signed 

a full factory contract to be the top rider 

on Husky's team for the 1978 season. 
Chuck was elated. Along with his 

factory sponsorship Chuck got Eric 

Crippa, Kent Howerton's mechanic, П 

who is опе of the best іп the business. 

The two should prove to be a potent 

team as they attack the Supercross 

series and the 250cc Nationals during 

the 1978 season. Those two years of 

cold cereal had finally paid off. ш 


a shop-supported bike before 


going off to follow the Trans-AMA series with $150. 


Our new DR370 4-stroke 


/ "for the hill of it, you ought to go 
1ountain climbing with Suzuki's new DR-370. 
You'll reach new heights in motorcycling. 
7 Because this 4-stroke single has so much | 
‘power at the low end, it'll darn near climb up 
^a wall. Or crawl out of quicksand. 

Yet, it's also extremely fast and agile. 
Because it's extremely light (264 165.): 

Rides as smooth as butter, too. Thanks 

-to leading-axle forks up front. And laid-down ~ 
gas/oil shocks in back. 

Other items that'll please the experienced 
rider include a tucked-in pipe; heavy-duty chain 
tensioner, primary kick starting, full knobbies 
and a large steel skid plate. 

In short, the new DR-370 is equipped to 
go most anywhere you point it. 

Including straight up. 


SUZUKI 
тея? 


Ride safel wear a helmet, eye protection and appropriate riding apparel, 


FIRST 
INTO THE 
FUTURE. 


1978 Honda CR-250R: 
It's designed 
like a works bike. 


Honda’s RC works bikes have carried more American riders to 
Grand Prix victories than any other make. Now the wins pay off 
for you. Honda introduces the 1978 CR-250R Elsinore That 
“В” stands for “Replica” because the new Elsinore is virtually 
a works-bike copy. 
The light, compact, all-red enge displaces 247сс' S 
and produces 36 | а ыш ' 
horsepower* at 
7500 rpm. The 
engine features 
an aluminum 
cylinder with six 
transfer ports 
for efficient 


combustion The swing arm pivot and countershaft are located 
chamber a mere 80mm apart. With the chain properly 
scavenging, а adjusted, two simple rollers handle all tensioning. 
long-wearing chromed bore, and a radially finned 
cylinder head for better cooling. Reed-valve induction 
draws in the fuel and air mixed by the 36mm 
carburetor. A CDI handles ignition duties and is 
externally adjustable. And there’s a smooth-shifting 
five-speed Honda transmission tucked inside those red 
cases. 
The precise-steering Elsinore frame, handlebars and 
box-section swing arm are tough chrome-moly. Race ready. 
The steering head features tapered roller bearings, while the 
swing arm rides on needle bearings. 
And that’s just for starters. There’s more fire power to 
Honda's new red rocket as you'll see on the next page. 
*SAE net measurement taken at the crankshaft. 


1978 Honda CR-250R: 
It performs like a works bike. | 


The 250R wheels feature conical aluminum-alloy hubs with magnesium backing plates and alloy 
D.I.D.rims for lower weight. The full-floating rear brake works to help reduce rear wheel hop under 
braking. The rear wheel carries a huge 5.00 x 18 tire. 

Like the works bikes, the 250R needs no chain tensioner. The countershaft has been located a 
mere 80mm from the swing arm pivot to minimize chain slack throughout rear wheel travel. With the 
chain properly adjusted, two simple rollers handle all tensioning chores. 

In addition to other weight-saving features, the kick starter, shift lever, brake pedal and both hand 
levers are forged aluminum. The fuel tank is also aluminum. Overall weight of the CR-250R is a miserly 
216 Ibs. 

Fire up the 250R and take your first cautious laps. Unless you’re part of Team Honda 
and Company, this machine will feel like nothing you’ve ever ridden before. The power is 
awesome, but surprisingly controllable. The 250R is a rocket, but it delivers precisely what 
the rider dials from the throttle. No more, no less. 

The suspension really soaks up the punishment. Leading axle Showa 
front forks deliver a staggering 11.8 inches of travel! And in back, lay-down 
gas shocks yield 11 inches at the rear axle! That’s exactly the same 
amount of travel as the works Type II RC-250's. 

p 52 » UN The future of motocross clearly points 
| to more machines like the 1978 CR-250R. 
Machines that are as close to being works 
bikes as possible, yet still be affordable. 
But if you don't want to wait for the future 
to catch up to you, be First Into The 
4 Future today, on a 1978 Honda 
CR-250R Elsinore. 
Always wear a helmet 
and eye protection when 
A riding. Model availability 
wearing chromed bore and sk translar may be limited. CR’s 
ports for high-efficiency combustion are designed pri- 
chamber scavenging. marily for moto- 
cross use and are sold “as is” without warranty. 
For free brochure, write: American Honda Motor 
Co., Inc., Dept. DB48CR, Box 50, Gardena, Cali- 
fornia 90247. See Yellow Pages for nearest 
dealer. 91978 AHM. 
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GOING STRONG! 
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Factory rider Steve Schmitz. 
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The mighty mini zoot DB test crew in inaction, a highly unnatural state. From 


E 


the left: Chris Heisser, Matt Whiting, Erik Kehoe and Steve Schmitz. 


They felt the power was smoother with 
more in the mid-range and much more 
on top and that it was easier to keep it 
on the pipe. No doubt the new six-speed 
box helps. The Yamaha riders found the 
power peaky compared to the YZ, with 
less low end. Everyone noted that the 
new model definitely had more power 
than last year's. 

The quartet felt that steering had 
been improved a little. Handlebar 
setback was used to offset the switch to 
the front leading axle forks. 

No complaints with the front 
suspension, nothing that couldn't be 
sorted out to suit individual rider tastes. 

The Yamaha riders preferred their 
monocross rear ends, the Suzuki riders 


said they could dial the RM in with softer 
springs. 

Overall impression. The bike has 
been improved for '78 and is quite 
capable of going head to head against 
the Yamaha. 

The only casualty suffered was the 
rear brake pedal, which got bent out of 
shape in cranked-over right-handers. 
Otherwise it held up fine for four of the 
fastest mini riders in the nation. 


Cubic dollars 

Here are some people who specialize 
in building super-trick versions of the 
production bike. 

DG Performance, hopeful of finding 
another Hannah or Glover, sponsor a 


SUZUKI RM80C 


PRICE: (retail, approx.) $579 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, reed valve, 
single 
DISPLACEMENT: 79cc 
BORE & STROKE 49mm x 42mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 7.2:1 
CARBURETION: 28mm Mikuni 
VM28SS 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 3.84:1 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 2.57 
2) 1.94 
3) 1755 
4) 1.27 
5) 1.08 
6) 0.92 
FINAL DRIVE: 3.00 ratio; 428GM chain; 
14-tooth countershaft; 42-tooth rear 
sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Oiled foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: PEI electronic 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix 
FUEL CAPACITY: 5.3 liters (1.4 gallons) 
FRAME: Mild steel 
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SUSPENSION: 14.5 cm travel (5.7 
inches) forks; 12.2 cm travel (4.8 
inches) measured at the rear axle. 
Showa 12.5-inch shocks. 

TIRES: 2.75x16 IRC knobby 
3.60x14 IRC knobby 

DIMENSIONS: 

Wheelbase: 117.0 cm (46.1 inches) 
Swingarm length: 36.8 cm (14.5 inches) 
Ground clearance: 20.5 cm (8.1 inches) 
Bars, width: 69.9 cm (27.5 inches) 
height: 95.8 cm (37.7 inches) 
Pegs, height: 28.7 cm (11.3 inches) 
width: 41.9 cm (16.5 inches) 
Weight: 62 kg (137 pounds) claimed 
dry. 63 kg (139 pounds) actual, ready 
for gas. 

BRAKES: 

Front: Cable-operated 
Rear: Rod-operated 

SILENCER: Yes 

SPARK ARRESTOR: No 

PRIMARY KICK: Yes 

WARRANTY: None 


5 


DG's Chris Heisser. - 


three-man mini race team of Drey Hicks 
and Ted Brady on YZs and Chris 
Heisser on an RM80. By the time they 
finish with their $1795 special the only 
Stock parts left are the gas tank and 
frame. For more info, it’s DG 
Performance Specialties, 1170 

Van Horne, Anaheim, California 92806; 
(714) 630-5471. Their Book of Tricks 
catalog, listing all products, is $2. 

C H Performance Products offers 
three different stages for the RM80. The 
Pro kit is $1495. The $1395 
Intermediate kit does not have the 
long-travel Betor mini forks and offers 
Girling or S&W shocks and a more 
radical motor than the $1295 Junior kit 
bike. The address is C H Performance 
Products, 7633 Winnetka Avenue, 
Canoga Park, California 91306; (213) 
998-7250. Their 1978 catalog is $2. 

R&D Racing works closely with the 
factory on development work and 
sponsors several riders on RMs: Mike 
Healey on the 50, Scott Burnsworth on 
the 80 and 100 and former 
mini-champion Brian Myerscough on 
the 125. Their accessories range up to 
the $1800 full kit bike. For more info the 
address is 11419 Bombardier, Norwalk, 
California 90650; (213) 864-8218. 


Last paragraphs 

What we have here is an equal 
opportunity situation. While this wasn't 
a shootout, we have already looked at 
the new monocrosser from Yamaha and 
that's what everybody wants to know 
anyway, right? So here's a conclusive 
statement. Which is better? We don't 
know. We can't fit onto the things 
without banging our knees. Our teen 
consultants preferred their own brands, 
but all admit the two bikes are close. 
One thing that might surprise many is 


Gas shocks are new. Rear wheel 
travel is just under five inches. 


New handlebar setback allows tome 
to be serviced easier as well as 
permitting fine-tuning of the steering 
geometry. 


the kind of lap times these minis are 
capable of turning. 

One veteran observer of the mini 
scene suggests predicting which brand 
will win, Yamaha or Suzuki, after 
hearing a description of the racetrack. 
On the longer, smoother tracks the 
Six-speed Suzook can stay on the pipe 
and do some serious top-end motoring. 
On shorter, bumpier tracks the Suzuki 
becomes more difficult to keep on the 
pipe for the less experienced rider and 
requires more shifting. 

What is clear is that Suzuki is just as 
serious about their smaller racers as 
they are about the larger RMs. And for 
those with milder aspirations there's the 
DS80 trailbike with lighting and the 
19-inch-tall mini-mini JR50. But out on 
the track the RM80 provides a strong 
lower rung up the RM ladder. For those 
small enough to fit and hold on, the 
RMB80 is armed to get it done. ш 


DIRT BIKE CALENDAR 


Р.О. Box 317, Encino, California 91316. Enclose $1.50 plus 50 cents 


NOW AVAILABLE! ‹ 
THE 1978 


DIRT BIKE 


12 FULL COLOR 
ACTION POSTERS 
In their own inimitable, trick 
way, the editors of DIRT BIKE 


. give one to a friend. 
QNLY $1.50. 


postage & handling for each calendar ordered. Make checks payable to 


Hi-Torque Publications. 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 


WITH 


SKATEBOARD 


All the excitement of side- 
walk surfing from around the 
corner and around the world. 

. Wheelies, Kick-flips, pool 
and bowl riding; tips from the 
people, places, full 


pros, 
coverage of competition, plus 
much, much more. 


Its Hot! 


ZIP 


SKATEBOARD WORLD 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, California 91316 
12 issues — $10.00 24 issues — $19.00 


(Please enclose check or money order) Canadian 
subscriptions add $1.00 additional postage and 
handling. Other foreign subscriptions add $2.00. 


Name DB8-4 


Address 


City 
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RRRRRING. 
Yamaha Representative: ‘‘Hello?’’ 
. Miscellaneous DIRT BIKE staffer: 
“Hi, it's me again.” 
Yam: ‘‘Uh, oh." 
DB: ‘‘I'm in a bind. We want to test 
something a little different this month. 
You know, adda little variety to the 
book. We've already tested the DT and 
the IT, and a couple of our guys are 
playing with the YZs right now. But we 
want to try something a little, shall we 
Say, out of the ordinary. I'm stumped.’ 
Yam: ''How about a TT500?'' 
DB: “What’s new on it?” 
Yam: “Тһе paint.” 
DB: “Nah.” 
Yam: ‘‘Hmmmm. This is going to be a 
toughie. Let me think a bit.” 
DB: ‘рит де dum .. .” 
Yam: “Ah, how about the SR500?”’ 
DB: ‘Тһе what?” 
Yam: ‘Тһе SR500. It uses the same 
| basic engine as the TT and the XT but 
| it's all new.” 
DB: ‘‘Wow. A super-hot one-off, 
prototype exclusive! What's it for? 
Motocross? Woods? Trials? Hillclimb?” 
Yam: ‘‘Street.”’ 
DB: ‘Соте again?” 
Yam: “It’s based on the XT. It's a 
single-cylinder street thumper. 
DB: “Yeah, but...” 
Yam: “It’s light and agile, and has a 
distinctive personality all its own.” 
DB: “But the name is DIRT BIKE.” 
Yam: “Well, uh . . . Its mother was a 
dirt bike.” 
DB: ‘1 јиѕї don’t..." 
Yam: ‘You'll love it. Is Thursday fine?” 
DB: “Huh?” 
Yam: “Good.” 
CLICK. 


O The SR500 could be said to have 
brought the single-cylinder thumper full 
circle. The engine is the same basic 
unit that Yamaha introduced in their TT 
and XT500s, which in turn was inspired 
by the old BSA Gold Star and 
Matchless. From British street machine 
to Japanese dirt and dual-purpose 
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"Its mother was a dirt bike" 
By The Staff of Dirt-And-Then-Some Bike 


machines to British-inspired Japanese 
street machine. Quite a route. 

While the SR's overhead cam engine 
and other technical features come from 
the XT/TT mold, the overall styling and 
feel of the bike is strictly British replica. 
Yamaha has done a commendable job 
of combining the atmosphere of the old 
thumpers with the technology of today. 

Such things as one-piece cast 
aluminum wheels, self-canceling turn 
signals, front and rear disc brakes and 
an easier starting system are welcome 


components to the thumper package. 
Other differences include an electrical 
system that works and an engine that 
doesn't drip oil, things only the most . | 
nostalgic British bike fan will miss. CONT. 


Ra 


The bore and stroke and compression 
ratio of the SR are the same as the XT's 
engine, yeta2mm larger carb and a $ 


new СО! ignition help to produce a 
couple more horsepower. Also, while 
the frame has been reworked to give it 
good street geometry, it still retains the 
forced feed dry sump lubrication 


The carb features aids for both cold 
and warm starting. The choke lever 
enriches the mixture for cold 
starting, while the white button leans 
it out for easier warm starting. 


The cockpit. Notice the oil cap 
between the tank and the triple 
clamps. Ala the TT and XT, engine oil 
is stored in the frame tubes. 


The rear Kayabas worked fine 

considering there isn’t any pounding 

terrain on the street. The rear disc 

turned blue from.heat after one test 

session but still continued to work 
ne. 
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ҮАМАНА SR500 


system, with the oil housed in the 
frame's backbone. 

The SR features an intricate but 
effective starting system to replace the 
kick-and-pray method of the old 
Beezers. Like the XT, it uses acam 
window and а compression release to 
locate the point right after top dead 
center when it can be kicked through 
without worrying about kickback. 

For cold starting a choke lever is 
provided on the carb, although, 
surprisingly enough, during most of our 
60 + -degree mornings it would start 
immediately without the choke. In 
addition, the pressing of a white plastic 
button on the carb creates a lean 
condition in the carb, which is designed 
to help, and is quite necessary for warm 
starting. 

Throughout our test, the SR started 
easily about 90 percent of the time on 
the first couple of kicks. The other 
ten percent was somewhat erratic, and 
once in a while it was downright difficult 
to fire up. 

It didn't take long once we had it on 
the street for definite impressions to 
form among our test riders. A couple of 
descriptions the SR's torquey power 
drew were ‘‘mellow’’ and ‘‘soulful.’’ The 
bike isn't frightfully fast, but it's hardly a 
slug. It will easily cruise 70, and still 
have instant pull for a pass. One rider 
did say he'd like to have a little more 
power, but for most it was plenty. 
Another rider who had always felt that 
the engine was a bit too much for 
comfortable dirt riding mentioned that 
he was glad to see it finally find a proper 
home. 

The handling, too, is impressive, and 
is complimentary to the power. The 
cornering feels stable and precise. Very 
“continental.” It’s similar to comparing 
the cornering of a KTM to an RM in the 
dirt. It takes to a winding road like a 
Penton to a tight trail. 

The overall handling is very sensitive 
both to the rider and to the road. This is 
an advantage when using body English, 
but can be a disadvantage when hitting 
small fluctuations in the pavement, 
which will sometimes cause the rear 
wheel to hop а little. 

The suspension is pretty good by 
street standards. It's not terrific, but it's 
comfortable and never does anything 
funny. The forks withstood the wheelies 
of our more abusive riders quite well, 
never landing with a jolt. Kayaba shocks 
are used on the rear. 

The disc brakes are impressive. 


They're very progressive and ees A cam window on the right side 
sufficiently transmit the feeling through ЗОРО works in conjunction with а 

to the rider. The rear disc was a nice The disc brakes and cast aluminum compression release as a kick 

blue hue after one shooting session, but wheels are welcome updates for the indicator for saving your ankle while 
still worked great. thumper. starting. 
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New Nylon MX Pants, Tank Covers 
5-Day Delivery - Free Gifts! 


Personalized Team Jersey 
Short or 


Long Sleeves 


Your name or other 
message on back of nylon 


Hi- INC 
wen! Team Tank Cover 


Team Design or Plain $8.99 


Stylish new cover pro- 
tects your tank against 


scratches, scrapes and | team jersey. 1 or 2 
nicks, Highly protective д À » lines, 10 letters maximum 
leather-like cover in b » Рег line. Numeral (your 
team colors, with team ẹ choice) from 0 to 99. 
lettering. Adjustable. 1 (Jerseys described at left 
Also available plain. p » and below. Use special 
No. 26 Yam No. 28 Suz ` « lines in order blank. No 
No. 27 Hon No.29 Кам j l гош al ue 
8,99. Plain T * — Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 
on 5 
Long BoY ze $12 di 0р, leva $998 
Nylon Jersey үр yam ise suz ITEM 76P Yam 78P Suz 
$8.99 each 12P Hon 14P Kaw 77P Hon 79P Kaw 
Team Colors Short Sleeve 
Top- quality U.S made Nylon 
eam jersey. $ 
63 | Nylon. Bright team Jersey 
No. 11 Yamaha No. 13 Suzuki _ colors: Eyele name, on Team Colors 
No. 12 Honda No. 14 Kawasaki $5.99 ea. 


Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 
Chest Protector = 99 ea， 


Bright team colors. 
One size fits all. 


Top - quality U.S.- 
made nylon jersey. 
Cycle action 
picture on chest. 
Great value ! 


YAMAHA 


REDE us No. 76 Yam No.78 Suz Adult Sizes Child Sizes 
m 53 Suzuki m UNE 6 оле 
0. 54 Kawasaki 


Heavy Denim M/X Jacket 


Team Cap $4.49 ae Lire 
Durable twill cap in иш! ame r 
team colors. One size fits all or Plain 
21 Yamaha 23 Suzuki Tough, long - 
22 Honda 24 Kawasaki wearing blue 
denim jacket. 
Vessel Impact stitched in red. ш 


Snap-closing front ~ 


Driver $9.99 ea. and cuffs. Offered 3 ways: 
Ба : emblem оп front pocket; 
emblem on front pocket 
"9 PLUS bij 211" emblem оп dult S-M-L-XL 
d back; plain (no emblem). Child pn 10-12, 14-16 
{ 1 T سے‎ Cycle Name on 1999 01 Yam 03 Suz 
Front Pocket 02 Hon 04 Kaw 
With 4 bits, Metal case. Fi Cycle Name 99 018 vami 036 Suz 
precision tool for harg е но. 60 Егопі & Back 2] О2ВАНО QAB Ka 
Utility Bag $4.99 Plain Denim Jacket $183 ңо. 05 
Simulated leather, team designs. Vented (No Cycle Name) sa 
Duckbill Hex Grips ee 
$2.49 ea. $2.49 pr. Lever Assembly 
Fits all helmets. Ge 2 чы 
48 Black 
50 white i.» 
PETIA ite 
SUZUK! 
е Crossbar Pad Quality grips fit Guaranteed unbreakable brake and 
=e ч all handlebars. clutch lever set. Mounts to any 
SPECIFY 8" OR 12" SIZE 8 Blue 40 Black handlebar without removing grips. 
YAMAHA 8’? - $2.49 12°’ - $9.99 39 Yellow Black: 
—Ó ER No. 41 Yamaha Мо, 43 Suzuki Copyright 1978 by 
EE Мо. 42 Honda No. 44 Kawasaki Hi-Q PRODUCTS, INC. - Phone 205/585-3588 


No. 45 Plain Black 


Chain Bracelet $2.99 = 


P. 0. Box 455-D4, Abbeville, Alabama 36310 


No. 70 B B un Hi Р.О. Box 455-D4 
К 5 n = 
Коой En ure mI Q Abbeville, AL 36310 


ORDER $10 or 
more and get 

FREE Bungie 

Cord. ORDER 

$20 or more and 
get FREE 4-Way 
Bungie. 


B DENIM, PRODUCTS,INC. Phone 205/585-3588 


Е" БАНТУ @ WE GUARANTEE 5-DAY DELIVERY or your 
money back if you send cash or М.0., or use 


Heavy Chrome Finish 


M/X Gloves 


Credit Card. Custom-lettered items take one week 
yhp Dd take 2 weeks to clear our bank. 
ө All -Q merchandise FULLY GUARANTEED 
A ae defects in materials and workmanship. 
€ Order S20 or more and we will ship FREE! 


Sharp! Tough! 
Nylon MX Pants 


Personalized, Plain or Team 


GREATEST VALUE 
ON THE MARKET! 
Heavy nylon pants, 
fully padded, with 
team name or your 
name or other message 
in bold letters (по 
more than 10) across 
back. Resists tears, 
snags, abrasion, 
weather and wind. 
Scotchguard finish 
repels water and 
stains. Machine wash- & 
able. Heavy-duty & 
Talon fly and leg 
zippers. Snap-closing 
rear pocket. Two 
brilliant color 
combinations. 
SPECIFY COLOR. 


Waist Sizes: 24-26-28-30-32-34-36-38-40 
Colors: Racing blue with red trim OR Gold with 


2 
Кз 


20020000 OD CODO OS OD ODIO 


black trim. O E 
No. 100 
9 Plain $27.99 Print lettering in coupon $94.99 


Nylon M/X Team Pants $28.99 
9101 Yamaha 103 Suzuki 105 Hodaka 107 Bultaco 


о 102 Honda 104 Kawasaki 106 Husqvarna 108 Can-Am ө 
Кеа ат у IE 


ү! 


Your Name 
or Other Message 
on Heavy Denim 
Е Рапіѕ $24.99 


Top-quality heavy blue denims as 
described below. PERSONALIZED 
FOR YOU. Up to 10 letters each 
side. Choice of 3 trim colors. 
Use space in coupon to order. 
NO CODs ON CUSTOM PANTS 
Sizes: Child 24-26 
Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 
No. 56P Gold & Black Trim 
No. 57Р Red & White Trim 


No. 58P Green & White Trim 


M/X Pants 
$18.99 pr. 


Team Names 
Team Colors 


$17.99 pr. 


RED, WHITE, BLUE 
STRIPES, NO NAME 
Excellent quality, highly 
protective, smartly styled. 
Team name in bold black letters on both sides. Striping 
in team colors. Removable hip and knee pads. Knee 
pockets will accomodate cups. No. 75 pants are striped 
vivid red, white and blue, with no team name. 


Sizes: Child 24-26; Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 
No. 71 Yamaha $18.99 No. 85 Hodaka $18.99 
No. 72 Honda epe No. 86 Husqvarna $18.99 
No. 73 Suzuki $18.9 No. 87 Bultaco $18.99 
No. 74 Kawasaki S18. 99 No. 88 Can-Am $18.99 
= No. 18 Red - White - Blue, 
No Team Name $17.99 


| Team Socks $2. 
| One size fits all. 2 pr./$5.49 
‘l Heavy, protective, with cycle 

name and trim in team calors. 
No. 31 Yamaha 
No. 32 Honda 


No. 33 Suzuki 
No. 34 Kawasaki 


Orders under $20 add $1 shipping 


В 

| 

- Print lettering here for PERSONALIZED JERSEY. ——— -RE EOD оез adi YE рини 
7.99 | $6 99 [| and Spaces WITH EVERY H e TET AC юе deposit 
ds de : E i cd d а Che H Visa tec Акыт d) 
Adjustable. BROWN | Need more Name— Е d 
ШЕ black наа mr Address. 
NO 56 Gloves. В Ele L sheet. CREDIT CARD NUMBER 


Exp. Date 


State 
AE TTT БЕШ БЕН ЕШ БЕЙ БЕШ БЕШ БЕШ ШШ ЇЙ БЕШ БЕШ P I T a a a a a a E 


| 


| Chrome 
Edge 
Numbers 


yellow 
white 
black 


helmet 50¢ 
plate 75¢ 


pro numbers 
457 kingsdale road 
hoffman estates, il 60195 


TAKE OUR PROVEN, 
40 LESSON HOME 
STUDY COURSE. 


CALL TOLL FREE 
(800) 874-0645. 
IN FLORIDA CALL 
(904) 255-0295. 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD - DAYTONA BEACH, FL. 32014 
= — SEND MORE INFORMATION T0 — — — 78-04-19 
A AG 

l ADDRESS 
leny 
STATE ZIP 


PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIESic. 


CR125 
and 
RM125B 

INCLUDES: E 
ROD, ROD PIN, 
ROD BEARINGS, 
THRUST WASHERS 


and COMPLETE INSTALLATION 
INSTRUCTIONS 


CR125 104-403-00-0 
RM125B 345-403-00-0 A 
2 Q ; \ 
б à Made to 


DG's exacting 
race team 
specs 


Order your copy of DG’s 
catalog today! You'll find 
many more goodies to 
increase your ''go''. $2.00 


1170 VAN HORNE • ANAHEIM. CA 92806 * 714/630-5471 
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The Bridgestone tires work fine on 
smooth pavement, but shimmy on 
freeway rain grooves just like any other 
tire called upon to traverse such 
surfaces. This seems to be a trait 
unique to all Yamaha street bikes. 

Except for one time when the clutch 
came out of adjustment, the shifting 
was perfect. It gives a solid click from 
gear to gear, and neutral was always 
easy to find. One rider thought the 
clutch was a bit too grabby but released 
well. 


YAMAHA SR500 


Most had no complaints with the 
positioning of the pegs and controls, 
though one felt he had to sit up too 
straight, and would prefer the pegs back 
a little. 

There were a couple of areas that lost 
universal points among the testers. One 
was the method for taking the seat off, 
which is by unscrewing two bolts in the 
rear. Nothing really important lies under 
the seat, but a conventional latch and 
hinge arrangement would be simpler. 

The left side cover, which shelters 


YAMAHA SR500E 


PRICE: (approx. retail, West Coast) $1549 
ENGINE: Single-cylinder, overhead cam, 

air-cooled four-stroke 
DISPLACEMENT: 499cc 
BORE & STROKE: 87 x84 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 9.0 
CARBURETION: VM34SS Mikuni 
HORSEPOWER: 32 hp/6500 rpm 
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-disc 
FINAL DRIVE: 

16-tooth countershaft 

44-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Dry, Moltpren 
IGNITION: AC CDI 
LUBRICATION: Forced feed dry sump 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Regular 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY: 3.2 gallons 
FRAME: Single cradle 


A trend is afoot 

Slightly reminiscent of the subtle 
fusion between classical and rock 
music during the last decade, a wave 
seems to be creeping in that 
demonstrates the compatibility of dirt 
bikes and street bikes. They are 
becoming more and more related to 
each other, not only spiritually but also 
physically. 

One clue to this is some of the latest 


strides in street technology which a few 


of us purists refer to as ‘‘dirtizing.”’ 
Whereas a dirt bike that feels like a 
Street bike has always been something 
to avoid, a street bike that feels like a 
dirt bike is a hot item. This, of course, 
refers to the lightness and nimble 


handling current dirt bikes are noted for, 


in addition to peppy power and good 
suspension. That enviable combination 
is something the street riding world is 


presently seeking as anxiously as we did 


a few years ago. 

But another aspect which is 
becoming more and more apparent is 
that the “дїгї world" and the "'street 


world'' are hardly as separated as some 


of us have imagined. Of course, there 


are many riders who do one ànd scoff at 


STARTING: Kick 
WHEELS: One-piece cast aluminum 
TIRES: 
Front: 3.505x19 Bridgestone 
Rear: 4.005x18 Bridgestone 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 140cm (55.6 inches) 
Ground Clearance: 16.5cm (6.5 inches) 
Seat Height: 78cm (31 inches) 
Weight: 163 kilos (359 pounds) without 
fuel 
BRAKES: 
Front: Disc, 298mm diameter 
Rear: Disc, 267mm diameter 
INSTRUMENTS: Speedo w/tripmeter, 
tach 
WARRANTY: 60 days 


the other, yet the better, more 
open-minded riders realize that a good 
street bike can be as much fun as a 
good dirt bike. This is a pure 
motorcycling feeling, and they 
appreciate that the same feelings, the 
same thrills can be found on both dirt 
and pavement. 

For instance, you won't catch 
Malcolm Smith turning his nose up at a 
good street ride. By the same token, 
Kenny Roberts can ride a dirt bike in a 
way that would bring tears to your eyes. 

But to really experience both, rather 
than a compromised machine such as a 
dual-purpose bike, who can blame 
someone for wanting to enjoy the 
current state of technology in both 
areas? 

Indeed, a recent independent survey 
taken of DIRT BIKE readers indicates 
that a surprisingly large percentage of 
the readership have a street bike in the 
household as well as a dirt bike. 

The item that brings all this home is 
Yamaha's new SR500. It is a street 
bike, developed directly from the XT and 
TT500 dirt models, that seems to 
incorporate the best of both worlds into 
one package. 


the battery, tool compartment and 
registration case, has alock and is 
designed to be removed with the key. 
The lock is a hassle in reinstalling the 
cover, and doesn't do its job very well, 
as One staffer discovered while looking 
for the tools in bad light, when he 
effortlessly yanked the cover off. 

One of our faster riders noted that the 
sidestand is too low, as it's the first 
thing to scrape while leaned over on the 
left side. He mentioned that he'd be 
tempted to take it off completely, since 
the bike also sports a centerstand. 

As is to be expected with a 500 
single, vibration is present at all rpm 
settings, but it's hardly an irritating 
vibration. Like the mellow sound of the 
engine, the vibration is actually soothing 
in a way, almost sexual, and contributes 
to the overall personality of the 
machine. 

Like a Harley, the personality is really 
what sets the SR apart. Except, unlike a 
Harley, it has handling that will stand on 
its own. Its forte is surprising the 
big-bores on Racer Road. Being light 
and responsive, strong, yet well 
mannered, it's the dirt bike of the street 
in more ways than one. 


RRRRING 

Yam: "Yeah?" 

DB: ‘‘Well, we've done our test on the 
SR 

Yam: “How'd ya like it?’ 

DB: “It wheelies real neat, but it's 
unstable over the whoops, awkward on 
a tight trail, and terrible in a berm.” 
Yam: “Sigh.” 

DB: ''But what do you think the chances 
are of us getting a hot deal on a couple 
of 'em?" ш 


HUGE SELECTION OF TRICK STICKERS. 

SEND $2.00 FOR PICTURE 

CATALOG AND SAMPLES 
CLIFF JOHNSON ENT. 
512 FONTONETT AVE. 
LIVERMORE, CA 94550 


NOW LOOKING FOR 
DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS 


SEE YOUR DEALER FOR HI-POINT RACING PRODUCTS 


HI-POINT 
M-X & 
ENDURO 
BOOTS 


The “Choice of Cham- 
pions” more M-X, Enduro 
and 1.S.0.T. Champions 
ride and win with Hi- 
Point boots than any 
other. Now a new Mini- 
Cross line of Hi-Point 
boots that are feature for 
feature just like the 
Champions. 


RACING CHAIN 


HI-POINT SOLID 


ROLLER CHAIN FOR 
Moto-Cross / Dirt Track / 
Wherever a superlor strength 
chain Is required. *Solid Roller, 
*Quad Staked Riveting, *Shot 
Peened Parts, *Pre-Stretched 

A superior chain for use in Moto- 
Cross and other dirt track events 
where a chain's strength is really 
required. 


HI-POINT SELF- 
LUBRICATED CHAIN 
FOR 


Street / Enduro / Cross- 
Country / Wherever lubrication 
becomes a problem. *Self- 
Lubricated Bushings, “Pre- 
Stretched, *Shot Peened Parts 

Asuperior chain for Enduro, street, 
or as an all purpose cycle chain. You 
will not find a better chain anywhere. 


LOOK FOR THE RED SPOT 


Check out Hi-Point's new 
line of Hi-Point Red Spot 
knobby tires. These new 
tires have undergone exten- 
sive M-X and Enduro testing 
in professional events and 
offer you a superior tire. 
4:50x18 and 3:00x21 now 
available. You can't miss 
the Red Spot. 


A NEW LINE OF HI-POINT 
CHROME MOLY BARS 


Designed, Used and Endorsed by 
"Marty Smith, *Bob Hannah, *Mike 
Kidd, *Danny LaPorte, *Jack Pen- 
ton, *Jimmy Weinert 

Each of these Champion riders designed a bar for 
their use and they are now available to you. Check out 


each Champion's bar ... we're sure you'll find your 
handle. 


Enclosed is $1.00 for the new Hi-Point Racing 
Catalog and Decal. 


| l 
| | 
| | 
] Name .———— — а ОЕ ES ы = | 
l Address | 
| | 
| | 
І 1 


City State Zip 


Lorain, OH Amarillo, TX Sacramento, CA 
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If it's good enough for Broc and Bob . 


C] So you hang on to the 125 National 
Championship, by winning the last ten 
motos in the series after bike problems 
at the Hangtown opener. Then what you 
do, if you're Yamaha, is pump all the 
race input into the latest YZ125 racer. 
What Hannah and Glover rode in '77 
National competition is reflected in the 
'78 production bike which they tested 
throughout the '77 season. 


What's new for you 

Chrome moly frame. Longer needle 
bearing swingarm, made of boxed 
aluminum instead of steel. Yamaha 
added two chain rollers, upped ground 
clearance, reduced the head angle and 
trail, trimmed the weight one kilo, 
increased rear wheel travel, changed 
some holes in the engine, fiddled with 
the pipe, added a second piston ring, 
upped the power and fixed it so that the 
head and cylinder can be removed 
together. There's more what's-new info 
in the captions. 


One fin was a 


By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


On the track of e-xcellence 

Stretching out the wheelbase doesn't 
seem to have affected the little yellow 
zipper's total non-reluctance to change 
directions at an instant whim. The Why 
Zed, with its new, less-rakey 30-degree 
head angle, takes to corners like rabbits 
take to making bunnies. 

No one's going to come in mumbling 
about swingarm flex, even if they are 
actually capable of detecting it. That's 
one rigid rear end. 

Initial impressions were that the forks 
were а little harsh over small bumps. 
We made some adjustments in both the 
front and rear suspension after talking 
to Jim Felt, tuner for 125 National 
Champion Broc Glover. 

Some riders felt that the bike needed 
help in the mid-range. Then we 
compared our bike with Broc Glover's 
practice E and concluded that our bike 
was representative of the production 
batch. Remember we said they 
changed to factory porting? To get that 


ty B 
ia l 


dded to cylinder for better cooling. Head and cylinder can now be removed together. Piston now has 


extra power on top cost something in 
the mid-range. For instance, our dyno 
test on last year's D reveals ten 
horsepower at seven grand. The E 
shows only 7.4. Last year's bike hit 20 
horsepower sooner but signed off after 
21.4 at ten grand. The E keeps winding 
out to 11 grand and 22 ponies. 

At the time we rode with Broc he was 
testing a head for DG Performance, 
otherwise the bike was as stock as the 
one Joe Motocross can buy. Broc told 
us that the factory 125 has a bit more 
power, but not that much, and more 
travel, but there really isn't that much 
difference. 


Cross talk 

Some comments from Senior Tester 
Jim Connolly: It steers just super. It's 
really neat for the ricochet-type tracks. 
Those changes you made to the 
suspension really worked for me. | felt 
more stable in the whoops on the YZ 
than on the Honda. I'd like more 


two rings. The combustion chamber was switched from offset to centered in the head. Port shapes were changed 
along with contour of intake. Exhaust timing was increased and port timing raised. 
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YAMAHA YZ125E 


mid-range, but it definitely moves out on 
top. It's really comfortable. After a few 
minutes | had really adjusted to it. | 
prefer Monocross suspension for 
straight-line running; 1 can ride looser, 
forget about what the bike's doing and 
think about the next corner. You really 
have to keep it buzzing. You have to 
think about the shifts, come off the gas 
while you snick it in. 

Motocross instructor Russ Darnell 
also mentioned the shifting: It has good 
power, but you can't hold it on and shift. 
It needs more preload for my 180 
pounds. а also dial in the forks some. 
They bottomed too easily for my taste. 
The brakes are super and it turns 
extremely well. Maybe six-foot is a little 
too large for the bike. | had to push back 


Un eig 
С Раад 


Seat height is up 5mm, ground clearance was increased 15mm. Rake was decreased from 31 to 
30 degrees. Trail was decreased 6mm. Wheelbase is an inch longer at 56. Weight distribution 


a little in the seated position. The stock 
bike should be competitive in most 
classes. | don't think a good rider would 
be unmercifully blown away even at the 
National level on the stock bike. 

Other comments: Me, I’m not 
prejudiced, | just hate all 125s. They 
ought to melt them down and turn them 
into 400s. Besides that. . . it really 
turned nice and the brakes were good. 
The suspension was a lot better after we 
got the word from the Midnight 
Rambler. It’s really peaky and pipey. 
You have to learn to back off when you 
shift and it works just fine. | don’t think | 
like it as well as the RM. It’s set up fora 
smaller rider than the RM and the power 
isn’t as wide. There are a lot of 
changes, but nothing really significant 


was moved forward. Weight is 197.5 pounds, ready for gas. 


except for the swingarm. Its handling is 
now much more precise with that beefy 
box aluminum swingarm. It has to be 
close to the factory bikes and who can 
argue with winning? 


Rapping with a golden wrench 

Jim Felt gave us some inside info. 
Bath Bob Hannah and Broc tested the 
pre-production E prototypes last year, 
part of Yamaha’s triple-tiered 
development program: works bike, 
pre-production prototype and 
production bike. 

The production cylinder is almost 
identical to the works engine in port 
timing. The E-model has a cast iron 
liner while the works bike uses a 
chrome liner, but the holes are the 


CAES 


Ballpark figure for air pressure is 12-15 
pounds. Travel remains 230mm. A little 
aluminum was cut out of the fork sliders 
below the leading axle. Yamaha went to 
IRC rubber in 78. 


Number plate is now black instead of peel-on that 
peels off. Fork boots are now yellow. 
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same. Obviously, the factory ports 
receive a lot of cleaning up and 
matching. Both bikes use the same 
head. The new two-ring piston adds 
about one and a half to two horsepower 
on the dyno, because of better sealing 
characteristics. The crank and 
transmission of the E and the works bike 
are identical. And Jim defies anybody to 
come up with a better pipe. Yamaha 
spent months on the dyno trying. 

it is possible that the new boxed 
aluminum production swingarm is better 
than the swingarm on the works bikes 
last year. Not one of the pre-production 
units was broken during last year's 
testing. 

Here's Jim's basic suspension set-up 
for Broc's production bike. A 10 or 


15-weight oil in the forks and 13 pounds 


of air. Jim levels his fork oil off 180mm 
from the top of the fork tube. The forks 


should be fully extended and pumped up 


and down to get any air out. The forks 


should be replenished one leg at a time. 


A heavier rider should probably shorten 
the distance from the oil level to the top 
by adding more oil. This gives a more 
progressive air/spring effect. A lighter 


PRICE: (retail, approx.) $1024 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, reed valve, 

single 
DISPLACEMENT: 123cc 
BORE & STROKE: 56mm x 50mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 7.7:1 
CARBURETION: 32mm Mikuni 
HP at RPM: 22.0at 11,000 rpm 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 3.28:1, helical gear 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 

1) 2.46 (34.3 overall) 

2) 1.88 (26.2) 

3) 1.50 (20.9) 

4) 1.25 (17.4) 

5) 1.09 (15.2) 

6) 1.00 (13.9) 
FINAL DRIVE: 4.25 ratio 

12-tooth countershaft 

51-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Oiled foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: CDI magneto 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix 
RECOMMENDED OIL: Yamaha 
FUEL CAPACITY: 6.3 liters (1.5 gallons) 
FRAME: Chrome moly 
SUSPENSION: 

23.0 cm travel (9.0 inches) air forks 

24.0 cm travel (9.3 inches); measured 

at the rear axle 

WHEELS: D.I.D 
TIRES: 

3.00x21, IRC knobby 

4.10x18, IRC knobby 


DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 142.2 cm (56.0 ii? ?1es) 
Swingarm length: 48.3 cm (19 inches) 
Ground clearance: 29.5 cm 
(11.6 inches) 


rider can lengthen the distance by 
removing oil. Just five millimeters of oil 
level can make a real difference for 
fine-tuning the forks. 

Broc runs the standard gas pressure. 
He also used the Luft reservoirs to 
retard fade on his practice bikes last 
year. He dials in 10mm more preload 
than the standard setting and goes with 

(continued on page 54) 
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YAMAHA YZ125E |. 


Bars, width: 86.4 cm (34 inches) 

height: 111.0 cm (43.7 inches) 

Pegs, height: 38.1 cm (15 inches) 

width: 47.8 cm (18.8 inches) 

Seat height: 89.0 cm (35 inches) 

Rake and trail: 30 degrees, 133mm 
(5.2 inches) 

Weight: 86 kg (190 pounds) dry 
claimed; 89.5 kg (197.5 pounds) 
ready for gas 

BRAKES: 
Front: Cable-operated 
Rear: Rod-operated 
SILENCER: Yes 
SPARK ARRESTOR: None 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
WARRANTY: None 
PARTS PRICES 

Piston: $14.40 

Rings: $6.00 

Clutch cable: $5.42 

Cylinder: $82.77 

Shift lever: $4.40 

Brake pedal: $6.50 

Clutch lever: $5.60 


— YAMAHA Ү2125Е 一 


___ YAMAHA YZ125D == 
SUZUKI RM125B —— 


APRIL 1978/DIRT BIKE 39 


These are the three fastest weapons in Suzuki’s 
motocross arsenal. 

The RM gang. 

Two of them, RM-125 and RM-250, have made a 
shambles of their competition. And our new white- 
knuckler, RM-400, is primed to shut the door on open 
class stockers. 

All three screamers are quick as the 
dickens. Nimble as cats. And all ә 
are tricked with more goodies than OF A 
any bike this side of a works machine. 

To wit: 

Each is powered by the most 
respected stock mill going. Suzuki’s 
race-bred Power Reed™ induction 
engine. (By improving the porting 
design, we gave the RM-250 and 
400 an extra shot of oomph.) 


Fast. Faster. 


This year, all three RMs are equipped with an 


aluminum box-type swing arm, two-stage E 

dampening gas/oil shocks and leading-axle air 5 
forks. In other words, a suspension system that is E. 
as close to works as stock can get. Ў 


Other components common to these MXers 
include: A conical front hub. Full floating rear 
brake. Tucked-in pipe. And ding-proof plastic tank 
and fenders. 

And just to make life more miserable for 
other small bore bikes, the RM-125 is outfitted with 
a 6-speed gearbox to better utilize the broad 
power band. 

All things considered, you can bet your MX 


boots that the competition will be keeping a close 
«watch on the RM gana this year. 

That is, if anybody can get close 
enough to watch. 


Ride safely: wear a helmet, eye protection апа appropriate riding apparel. 


252 


ding apDarel. 


Just put your gang on Suzuki's DS trail 
bikes. And head for the ies. 

Doesn’t matter where you go. Peaks or 
valleys, it’s all the same to these rugged 

off-road machines. 

Tractoring up a hillside or going flat-out 
on a dry lake is no sweat. Because Suzuki's 
proven Power Reed™ valve engine and 
matching 5-speed gearbox provide an even 
and broad power band. 

АП three bikes (DS-80, 100 and 185) also 
come with such welcome features as Suzuki's 
reliable “ССГ” oil-injection lubricating system. 
Laid-down rear shocks and long-traveling — 


r family. 


front forks to sop up bumps. Primary kick 
starting so you can start in any gear. And a handy 
headlight so you can find your way back to 
camp after dark. 

Also nice is the fact that these fun-bikes 
are very affordable. 

Which means your family can beat around 
the bush without beating up the family budget. 


-PE Enduros аге built 


WH Sêvo you starta National 
Enduro or just cow trailing, Suzuki's 
PE-175 and 250 will finish strong. 
You can depend on it. Because 
these rugged Machines are virtually 
indestructible. 
Yet, they're also quick and nimble. 
Much like motocrossers. 
Not surprising. Becau use. &here'sa lot 
„ of RM motocrosser in every PE. ; 
. For fnstafice, the suspension system = 
is set up like an RM. Box-type swing 
arm. Laid-d6wn‘gas/oil shocks. And’ 
leading-axle front forks. 
And like tbe RMs, both PE рой] 
use Stizuki’s proven Power Reed" two- 
stroker. Extensively: refined, of course, 
for ruggédendurd uses” з 
Naturally, because іћеуаге endure” 
“machines? PE models-are outfitted with ® 
~~ renduro necessities: SUCH as a large 2 
> < 3-gallon tank; bullet- proof skid plate 
апа odofneter, to help you reach check 
. points. onm "dime. S, 
So you see; the РЕ-175 and 250 have = 
vall the finishing, touches: M3 ¢ 


ООУ, 57 ee E 
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~~ Ride safely: wear a helmet, eve protection and appropriate riding apparel- d 


The two-year wait was well worth it 


By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


口 Since the day we rode one of 
Pomeroy’s new GP bikes at Saddleback 
we have been waiting, and dreaming 

. . . We figured that their new 
production model just had to be close to 
this GP version or they may as well hang 
it up. 

Honda fans all over the world have 
been watching these rascally red 
rockets win holeshots, motos, and 
events while they were offered a 
production racer that was Stone Age in 
comparison. 

The CR250R is indeed the bike we 
have been waiting for. And just as 
incredible is its list price of a mere 
$1498. 

From the tip of its nearly 12-inch- 
travel Showa forks to its 11-inch rear 
end, this new Honda is as close as you 
would want to come to owning the 
factory fire engines. Many of the 
components are directly 
interchangeable between the RC and 
the R. But the real proof of its GP 
heritage lies in its performance. Any 
serious quarter-liter racer who has the 
opportunity to ride one will no doubt 
ponder the prospect of owning one. 


Stripping her down for a closer look 

The Showa forks set a new standard 
in performance. Their unique design 
features an actual shock absorber 
housed within the inner fork tube. It is 
attached at the bottom of the slider with 
the usual hex-headed cap screw. The 
upper shaft of the shock threads into the 
fork cap and is secured with a lock nut. 
Two springs in each leg, one just over 
40mm and the other over 500mm, keep 
the front end up without the aid of air 
pressure. Oil capacity is 275cc. 

Showa makes the hefty-sized shock 
absorbers in the rear as well. Three 
preload settings are available by 
relocating a circlip at the top of the 
shock. The spring rate and dampening 
on both strokes is on the heavy side. 
Both lighter and heavier springs will be 
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available from your dealer by the time 
you read this. 

Like the factory machinery, the 
swingarm is made of chrome moly steel 
tubing. Rectangular tubing and pressed 
Steel box sections are combined in its 
construction for light weight and high 
rigidity. It pivots just 80mm from the 
countershaft on a pair of well-sealed 
needle bearings. 

The chrome moly chassis wraps 
snugly around the R’s red engine and 
offers five engine mounting points. 
Tapered roller bearings are used in the 
steering head for maximum durability. 
The sidestand mount is affixed high and 
to the rear where it won't disturb the 
earth's surface when the suspension 
compresses. 

A pair of aluminum alloy conical hubs 
with magnesium backing plates house a 
magnificent set of binders. The rear is 
full floating to allow maximum 
suspension benefits while braking. Its 
actuating arm is located in a well- 
protected area ahead of the axle and 
behind the swingarm. A wire loop 
welded to the chassis keeps your boot 
from hanging up on the actuating rod. 
The forged aluminum brake pedal has 
no position adjustments, but there were 
no complaints. Extra-beefy shouldered 
spokes are used in the rear. Rims are by 
D.I.D. 

The R's engine is hot enough to glow 
red even without the paint. It is a work 
of art featuring unique internal design. 
The aluminum alloy cylinder casting 
uses a layer of hard chrome on its inner 
bore rather than the conventional steel 
sleeve arrangement. This allows 
greater heat dissipation and requires a 
smaller finning area. This is the same 
lightweight and efficient design that is 
used in the works racers and has proven 
to be quite durable. However, if a piston 
or ring failure does damage to the 
cylinder it must be replaced. No 
oversized pistons will be available. A 
new cylinder will run you $178. 


ONDA 
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Why is it still an Elsinore? Why пої а 
rod Barstow to Vegas? 
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HONDA CR250R 


The porting design features two 
auxiliary scavenging ports that allow an 
efficiency increase through both 
directional movements of the piston. 
Because of these ports, a full skirted 
piston can be used for added durability. 
The system allows the crankcases to 
begin filling the moment the piston - 
begins to rise because of the low 
pressure situation. It also allows the 
burnt gases to exit more rapidly as the 
piston starts its downward stroke. A 
conventionally positioned six-petal reed 
is used, fed by a 36mm Keihin. 

Ignition timing is easily adjusted 
externally by simply loosening three 
6mm bolts and rotating the mag cover. 

The aluminum alloy engine cases are 
very compact and cling closely to the 
internals. Magnesium is used for the 
mag and primary drive cover. The 
clutch actuating arm is located high and 
in the center of the cases, well out of 
harm’s way. 

Most of the engine and chassis bolts 
are dished or hollowed out to save 
weight. The kickstarter, shift lever and 
brake pedal are all made of forged 
aluminum. 

A dual-layered foam filter is housed 
deep within the R's still air box. Two 
breathers snorking up to seat level help 
make sure that only air is drawn into the 
bowels of the Red Rooster. 

Servicing the filter is a chore. First 
you must remove the side number plate 
(one 6mm bolt and a rubber band), then 
the plastic cover. Next the air boot must 
be loosened from the carb and the three 


Tommy Croft roosts on our "^ 
test bike. | 


d a 3 We. P, ) ; 2; 
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Air box snakes around the frame with its intakes up high and well protected Showa magic forks. Take our word for it. | 
from flying glop. They make the bumps disappear. Very | 


works-like down to the plastic cable clamp. 
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6mm bolts that secure the filter cage 
must be removed. Then the assembly 
can be withdrawn and the filter removed 
after loosening another clamp. It works 
well, but. . . 


Getting acquainted 

Everyone felt right at home aboard 
the R in spite of its large dimensions. All 
of the essential controls fall readily to 
hand (or foot), and the riding position is 
very comfortable. This elevated position 
gives you a feeling of confidence while 
riding the bike and a feeling of 
superiority when sitting on the line. The 
footrests are close enough together to 
give you a comfortable stance while 
standing or sitting and nothing gouges 
or gets in the way. 


Out hauling ass 

Honda's new R loves to go fast. The 
faster you go, the better it handles. 
That's a fact. And its handling at 
medium to slower speeds is excellent. 
So what does that tell you? 

The R is in no way a bike for 
beginners. Rather, it is for experienced 
riders who can handle and use its power 
to its full potential and also maintain a 
thoroughbred of this caliber in a 
professional manner. 

All of our testers commented on the 
fact that the R can be easily looped. The 

jx mU power comes on very strong but at the 
Е x : SS == same time is smooth while building 
The Red Rooster awaits. Our 250R carried with it a fascination progressively. A good rider will have no 


much like that of an airship. Both in town and at the track, moto trouble familiarizing himself with its high 
maniacs were drawn to it like iron to a magnet. potency. Lofting the front wheel over 


whoops and bumps is simply a matter of 
throttle application. There’s not much 
bottom end, but the mid-range and top 
end more than make up for it. It’s what 
you need to win starts, and motos. 

According to Marty Smith and Tommy 
Croft, the major difference between the 
R and their racers is a little less weight 
and a bit more power throughout the 
power range, particularly on the 
bottom. We would assume that this is a 
product of port trickery performed on 
this very same cylinder. 

There is no other word for the R's 
basic geometry and handling but 
excellent. It feels and works better and 
more predictably than any production 
bike we have ever ridden. We know we 
said the same thing last month, but 
that’s the way it goes when the biggies 
start playing moto one-upmanship. 

Brake and power slides are totally 
predictable. You just know how far the 
rear end is going to hang out so you can 
get on with the business of going fast. 

Turns are a perfect display of pinpoint 


x i wn * as : e 9 A 
Forged aluminum kickstarter locks in and doesn’t flip out when it’s not е ee ا‎ Ga ПО, 
needed. It would be nice to see a spring-loaded shift pad because the lever is 287 -дедгее steering head angle. 


So strong and the shaft hollow. That's steeper than any other racer we 
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know of, but it works perfectly. Just pick m 
your line and dial it on. Keeping your ' 
weight well forward is often necessary 
to weight the front wheel because of the 
rocket-like acceleration. 

The Showa forks were 
super-absorbent and well loved by most 
everyone who rode the R. Their 
performance was equally impressive on 
small, medium or large bumps and 
holes. This is without a doubt the finest 
original-equipment front end available 
to date. We didn't even have to change 
the oil. Our only criticism is that the 
springs could be a taste stiffer. Still, 
only one of our testers felt them bottom. 

Out back it's another story. After a 
considerable amount of time on the 
Showa shocks the dampening was still 
too stiff on both compression and 
rebound strokes. The springs were also 
too stiff. But, as one of our testers was 
heard to comment, ‘‘With a bike as neat 
as that, you don't need shocks!” as. 
Changing springs would have been A c - 
difficult because of availability, So we Wegner — sand blasting. 


- 


5573, УРА 


Radial head with head stay to dampen vibration， bolt-on 
а 一 -一 : footpegs, externally adjustable mag, beauty, simplicity, 
Croft lofter. lots of neat hardware and red paint. 
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RED AND FOXIE 


口 The obvious and logical replacement shock for our R was of course the Fox 
Airshox. With the exception of some experimentation with Showas, Fox Airshox 
are used on all of Honda's factory racers as well as by many other factory 
teams. Fox shocks have become so popular for all-out competition efforts for 
two good reasons: performance and reliability. 

We discussed Bob Fox's suspension system with Tommy Croft and Marty 
Smith when we went testing with them. They pointed out that even after over two 
years of experience with the shocks, they still don’t have them completely dialed 
in. That is, the air pressures are so very critical in adjusting them for individual 
courses and conditions. This is something Brad Lackey had also commented on 
earlier. On some tracks or some days they work exceptionally well. Other days, 
you just don't seem to have them set up quite right. But still, they are the shock 
to use, even if they aren't perfectly dialed in, because you know that they are 
reliable. That's all there is to it. 

We were informed by Bob Fox that it was necessary to point the filler valve on 
the left shock down so that it would not touch the exhaust on the factory racers. 
The same was true on the production R. Aside from that, the only modifications 
necessary to mount the shocks was to file a small notch on the outside edge of 
the bottom left mount to clear the shock bottoming flange. 

In order to protect the shock shaft from possible chain damage it was 
necessary to fabricate a guard from a piece of one-inch by 1/8-inch band iron. 
Its bottom was bent at 90 degrees to allow it to wrap under the arm to prevent it 
from moving. Use Loctite. 

Our initial pressures were 112 pounds for the high pressure (lower valve) and 
85 pounds for the low pressure. It is important that you fill the high pressure first 
or the low pressure will increase when the high pressure is pressing against the 
low pressure bladder. 

It was at this point that we experienced our current ultimate in whoop-de-doo 
absorption. We have never ridden anything that went so straight, so smoothly 
and so quickly over the sand waves. On the motocross course we quickly 
discovered that this setting was too soft for large jumps. At the time, that was all 
the pressure we had on hand. 

Using 125 pounds in the lower valve (high pressure) and 85 pounds in the low 
pressure proved to be an excellent happy medium for our staff and testers. 

With the Fox shocks installed, the R really came to life. The red rocket was at 
times incredibly in tune with the earth and universe. There is such a great range 
of adjustability, where two pounds will make a noticeable difference, that you 
can balance the bike out perfectly. To make these minute adjustments it is 
important to have the correct equipment. Namely, a Fox pressure gauge ($27) 
or its equivalent and an adequate supply of air pressure. That's it. In time, you 
will be as satisfied as we and the Honda team are. 

The 17 V2-inch Fox shocks sell for $290 a pair including a very detailed 
manual. There is a formula and table in the manual that will allow you to get 
ballpark figures for your bike no matter how your shocks are mounted. 
Sixteen-inch Fox shocks go for $260 per pair. There's also a super shock for 
Yamaha monos. 

For complete information re-eyeball our February issue Fox story or contact 
Moto-X Fox, 520 McGlincy Lane, Campbell, California 95008; (408) 371-1221. 


followed in the factory race team's 
footsteps and bolted on a set of Fox 
dual-pressure Airshox. (Check out the 

sidebar for pressures and mounting 

details.) The difference in performance 

was astounding. The R really came to | 
life and seriously got with the program. 

Both Smith and Croft use the standard 

Showas on their practice bikes. After 

many hours of break-in time they soften 

up considerably. Everything else on 

their practice Rs is also very stock. 

They like them that way. Production Rs 

will be used by the Honda team for all 

stadium events this season. 

Both brakes performed flawlessly 
whether hot or cold, wet or dry. 
Stopping power was progressive and 
strong. 

At 99 kilos (or 218 pounds), the R is 
very competitive on a scale as well. But 
more important than actual figures is 
the machine’s responsiveness to minor 
shifts in rider weight. The R’s basic 
personality says: ''Go for it!” 

Quick shifts are best made by either 
using the clutch (which has a very light 
feel to it) or just backing off on the 
throttle. Or, in a critical passing 
situation you can also shift with the 
throttle full-on for a real thrill. 


This and that 

The beautiful aluminum alloy fuel tank 
holds more than enough for 40-minute 
plus two lap motos and can be easily 


The all-aluminum chrome-lined 
cylinder and six-petal reed block. 


Our replacement modified Rowe 
Products chain roller in place. 
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filled and checked through its fair-sized 
filler hole. The petcock is either on or off 
and is mounted in far enough to prevent 
contact with your knee or nose. Its lever 
faces the inside so that you can't 
accidentally shut it off. 

Chrome moly steel is used for the 
handlebars. Surprise! The grips are soft 
enough so that you don't have to 
replace them. All of the cables and 
controls are top-notch. 

Our test unit was numbered 000005 
and was fitted with a pre-production 
painted rear fender. It quickly went 
south the first day out when George 
went wild in the sand and broke it with 
his leg. Regular production units will be 
fitted with a more durable plastic like 
the super-wide front unit. 

After the first 15 minutes of riding we 
returned to the pits to find that the 
forward chain roller had disintegrated. 
A modified Rowe Products ball bearing 
roller replaced it and is holding up pretty 
well. The problem seems to be that the 
roller has to be quite narrow to clear the 
torque arm for the rear brake when the 
suspension compresses. As a result, 
the chain sort of ''rides the edge” of the 
roller. The rollers on both Smith's and 
Croft's bikes were well worn and had 
obviously been there for some time. 

Everything else on the R held up well. 


~ 
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All of the components fit well and (with 
the exception of the air filter) were 
simple to service and work on. 


Round the ragged racetrack the 
rascally red R ran 

Honda's new 250 motocrosser is a 
serious racing machine. The R stands 
for replica and that is exactly what it is: 
an RC replica. This bike has been 
developed by Team Honda over the past 
two years in national and international 


PRICE: (approx. retail, West Coast) 
$1498 
ENGINE: Two-stroke single 
DISPLACEMENT: 247cc 
BORE & STROKE: 70.0mm x 64.4mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 7.3:1 
CARBURETION: 36mm Keihin 
HORSEPOWER: 30.1 at 7000 rpm 
PRIMARY DRIVE: Straight-cut gear, 
3.250:1 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 1.900 
2) 1.591 
3) 1.240 
4) 1.000 
5) 0.839 
FINAL DRIVE: D.I.D 520TR, 3.5:1 
14-tooth countershaft 
49-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Oiled foam, dual layer 
ELECTRICS: CDI 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix, 20:1 


HONDA CR250R 


competition. Now one can be yours. 
With a suggested list price of just $1498 
they are practically giving them away. 
How does it compare with our green 
ultimate 250 of last month? Although it 
was close, we all chose the red bike. 
So we now have a new world’s 
greatest 250 ever. We think next month 
we'll match up the Red Rooster with the 
Green Streak and add the yellow of the 
Yamaha YZ250E. We'll call it Shootout 
at the DB Corral. [| 


RECOMMENDED OIL: Honda 2-Stroke 
oil 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY: 8.5 liters 
(2.2 gallons) 
FRAME: Chrome moly, semidouble 
cradle 
SUSPENSION: 
Front: Showa forks with 300mm 
(11.9 inches) travel 
Rear: Showa gas shocks offering 
280mm (11.0 inches) axle travel 
STARTING: Primary kick 
WHEELS & SPOKES 
Front: D.I.D with cross-2 and З spokes 
Rear: D.1.D with cross-2 and 3 spokes 
TIRES: 
Front: 3.00x21 Dunlop Sports Senior 
Rear: 5.00x18 Dunlop Sports K88 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 146.0 cm (57.5 inches) 
+ 3.5 cm 
Swingarm length: 51.3 cm (20.2 
inches) 
Ground clearance: 30.0 cm (11.9 
inches) 
Bars, height: 119.0 cm (46.9 inches) 
width: 89.0 cm (35.0 inches) 
Pegs, height: 38.5 cm (15.2 inches) 
width: 48.0 cm (19.0 inches) 
Seat height: 94.0 cm (37.0 inches) 
Fork angle: 29 degrees 
Weight: 99 kilos (218 pounds) without 
fuel; 43.1 percent on front, 
56.8 percent on rear 
BRAKES: 
Front: Cable-operated, conical 
Rear: Rod-operated, conical 
PARTS PRICES: 
Cylinder: $178.20 
Piston: $17.40 
Rings: $9.30 
Clutch cable: $6.00 
Clutch lever: $3.40 
Brake pedal: $21.80 
Shift lever: $19.30 


{master charge] pI 
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All tire 
prices 

include 
Federal 
Excise 
Tax. 


CHENG SHIN TIRES 
MOTOCROSS 
Order No. 
CH100 

CH132 

CH165 

CH140 


Size 

300 x 14 
460 x 18 
530 x 18 
300 x 21 


ISDT or ENDURO 
Order No. Size 
CH172 


CH174 300 x 21 


GOODYEAR TIRES 
EAGLE МХ II 
Order No. 
GY130 

GY135 


Size 
450 x 18 
300 x 21 


POLYCARBONATE 
HELMETS 

Colors: White, Yellow, Or- 
ange, Black, Red, and Blue. 
Specify size: Sm, Med, Lrg, 
or X-Lrg. $11.95 


MX GLOVES 

A Gran Prix Style back pad 
on top of tough rubberized 
nylon with top quality cow- 
hide makes this ideal for off- 
road riding. Specify size: 
Sm, Med, Lrg, X-Lrg . $6.95 
Children's Sm, Med, Lrg, 


400/450 x 18 


NGK SPARK PLUGS 
V-series (Racing/Competi- 
tion). Sold in boxes of 4. 


STANDARD NGK 
PLUGS 
Sold in boxes of 10. 


MULHOLLAND 
SHOCKS .. $39.50 per pr. 


SPRINGS SOLD SEP- 


$9.80 per pr. 
CHROME ..$14.95 per pr. 


KONI GAS-HYDRAUL- 
IC SHOCK ABSORB- 
$59.50 per pr. 

(WITHOUT SPRINGS) 


PROGRESSIVE 
SPRINGS .$16.95 per pr. 
(Fits gas shock only) 


STANDARD KONI 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 
$49.50 per pr. 
(WITHOUT SPRINGS) 


KONI GP ALUMINUM- 
FINNED SHOCK AB- 
SORBERS .$69.50 per pr. 

(WITHOUT SPRINGS) 


SPRINGS SOLD SEP- 
ARATELY .. $9.80 per pr. 


UNBREAKABLE 
POWER LEVER 


MX HANDLEBARS 


Manufactured from high 
quality 1018 carbon tubing. 
Black bars feature satin 
black epoxy finish. Bars are 
unconditionally guaranteed 
against defects in work- 
manship and material. 
CZtype 

Husky type 


WINDSOR TANKS 

Fits most popular motor- 
cycles. Available in 10 dif- 
ferent colors. Sizes range 
from % gallon to 3.3 gallon. 
The price includes а! 
mounting hardware, gas 
cap and petcock. Prices 
range from $29.75 to 
$34.75. 


MOTOTEK CDI 
A breakerless capacitive 
discharge ignition for mo- 
torcycles. 
More than twice the spark 
energy 
Automatic spark advance 
Two year guarantee 
Saves time and money 
Eliminates points and 
condenser 
Easy installation 
Faster rise time 
Call for prices 


Шаа 


DENIM PANTS 

Super heavy duty, 100% 

cotton denim that's pre- 

shrunk and machine wash- 

able. Cool-wearing and 

comfortable. Specify size: 
$14.95 


MX JERSEYS 

Long sleeves with elbow 
pads for safety. Available 
for Hodaka, Yamaha, Kawa- 
saki, Suzuki, Honda, Husq- 
varna, Maico, Bultaco, Can- 
Am, Ossa, or Plain (no- 
name). Specify size: Sm, 
Med., Lrg. and XLrg. $9.95 


NYLON MX PANTS 
Constructed of heavy 
weight nylon, these rugged 
pants feature thick hip pads 
and zippered pockets at the 
knees to hold closed-cell 
foam knee protectors. Avail- 
able in Blue, Red, 

or Black. Specify 

size: 22-38 

$39.95 


CHAINS 


Complete line of "O"-Ring 
and Solid Roller chains 
available. Call for prices. 


AMPRO MX BOOTS 
Rugged all leather uppers 
with padded front steel toe 
plate. Boots are black with 
red, white and blue vertical 
stripes. Available with MX 
or Enduro sole. Specify 
size: 6-13 


MOTO-X HELMET 
PACKAGE 

Complete Moto-X cham- 
pionship package. De- 
signed for maximum safety, 
comfort, and style. Each 
package incudes full cov- 
erage fiberglass helmet, 
vented MX visor, goggles 
and Iron Jaw mouthguard. 
Available in Yellow, White, 
Orange, Black, Red, and 
Blue. Specify size. Sm, 
Med., Lrg. or X-Lrg. 


$34.75 


YAMAHA YZ125E 


(continued from page 39) 


two more clicks on the dampening. This 
shuts off some valving and gives more 
dampening. 


The YZE is ez to like 

Yamaha took a popular, proven bike 
and made it better for '78. It's really the 
first of the new 125s we've been 
aboard, so who can Say if it’s the best in 
the new, exciting moto game called 
Who's Going To Top What This Month. 
Coming up are an updated RM125 and 
the brand-new Kawasaki KX125. And 
who knows when the race replica 
CR125R will show up, if at all this 
season? And what about the new 125 
Husky? All we can say is that the YZ 
isn't that far off from the factory bike 
that romped and stomped through the 
125 National class last year. If that's not 
enough, what is? So give it the 
Las Vegas Showgirl of the Year Award 
because it's a proven money-maker 

with long legs, little middle and a lot on 
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Backing plate is тадпеѕіит. Веаг 
brake adjusteruses handy wingnut. 
Swingarm is now aluminum, with 
needle bearings. It’s also almost an 
inch longer. It will interchange with 
D-model bikes with addition of E 
axle. Rear wheel travel is up ten 
millimeters to 240. That’s 9.3 inches. 


SP NAME. 4% 
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V STATE 71Р bd Diameter of cross-brace for bars was increased from 10 to 12mm. Outside‏ 
ee diameter of brake cable was increased one millimeter. New levers are‏ < 

qe d ddr dr dede do dde contoured to the hand. 
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Chain tensioner has beefy aluminum 
tube for protection. Distance from 


center of swingarm pivot to 
countershaft sprocket center is just 


hillips holds on side cover. 


One P 


3% inches. Two chain rollers up near Remove three more Phillips' to get to 
swingarm pivot are new with fuzzy-type foam filter. Air box is 
E-model. designed to keep water out. 


/f a picture is 
really worth a 
thousand words... 


the new 


1978 
DIRT BIKE 
PHOTO ALBUM 


Presents 
a lifetime of 


action dialogue! 


e Your Favorite Riders 

e Dirt Pounding Action 

e 1977 Champion Points 

e Pit Shots ө 1.S.D.T. 
Tables o Speedway 
Enduro 
Reliability Observe Trials 

page after page of 

spectacular action shots 


THE 1978 
DIRT BIKE 
PHOTO ALBUM 


Send For Your Copy Today! 
Only $2.00 each 


1978 
DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Please send me copies of 
the DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM. A 
check or money order must be 
included. Add 50 cents per copy for 
postage and handling, foreign add 
$1.00 per copy. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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TIME SAVER TUBE 


Now you don't have to be an ISDT ace to pull a 
five-minute flat fix 


口 The story behind the development of 
the Time Saver Tube traces back to a 
flat tire in the 1976 Parker 400. Claude 
Maynard had the flat. That got him to 
thinking. So he took an inner tube, cut it 
and vulcanized both ends together to 
make a tube that could make replacing 
a punctured air bladder much simpler. 

Then Claude patented the idea. 
Although he didn't know it at the time, 
others had played with the concept. 
Carl Cranke noticed the Czechs using 
the idea in the ISDT years ago but failed 
to convince Penton/Hi-Point of the 
merit. 

Maynard first approached Goodyear 
with the idea. Then he contacted Petty 
Products, but Preston was out of the 
country, unintentionally flying around 
the world to watch the ISDT and sample 
some of the finer prisons in Asia as an 
alleged spy. At least that’s the way the 
story goes. 

Meanwhile, Chris Tasi, president of 
Cheng Shin USA, decided to back the 
Time Saver. It'll be available by the time 
you read this. Six different sizes 
including 4.00x18, 4.50x18, 3.00x21 
and 3.50x21. And they’re looking at 19, 
17 and 16-inch tubes if the demand 
arises. It is expected that the Time 
Saver will sell for about $6.99, around a 
dollar more than the conventional tube. 

How do you install a Time Saver? 
Simple. Flop your bike over with the 
sprocket side down and turn off the gas. 
Don't touch the chain. Start from the 
valve stem and break the bead on the 
top side, using the frame tubes and 
swingarm for additional leverage for 
your tire tools. Then pull out enough of 
the punctured tube to cut it and yank it 
out. Install the Time Saver and work the 
tire bead back into the rim. For that last 
bite, opposite the valve stem, be sure to 
leave a space between the two tube 
ends so there's no danger of pinching 
what’s not there. When the tube is 
inflated the two ends will butt against 
each other. Claude can make the 
change in less than two minutes. Five 
minutes is the norm for the average tire 
change. 

The Time Saver is primarily designed 
as a quick changer that the trail rider 
can carry or the racer can have handy 


(continued on page 79) 


its SES. ERN NER Notice the brake arm being used as 
Bike on its side, sprocket side down, an extra hand to help break the bead. 
tube, tire irons, knife and wrench for Start from the valve stem and work 

the rim locks and you're ready to go. out. Knife will be used to cut the old 
Start the clock. tube. 
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The Yamaha Factory Motocross Team machines apart was tested and proven by 


competes in scores of grueling professional ^ Sunday drivers like Heikki Mikkola, Bob 
championship races all over the world. Hannah, Broc Glover, Mike Bell and Rick 
And every time we race, you win. Burgett. 
Because every time we race, we learn Our exclusive Monoshock rear suspen- 
something. About engines, transmissions, sion system is a prime example. Long wheel 


suspension, frame geometry, brakes, cables, ^ travel, consistent damping, full adjustability, 
nuts and bolts. And how to make them better extraordinary stability and traction are 
The 1978 Yamaha YZ's are better than the proven benefits of Monoshock. So all our 
ever. In fact, theyre as close as you can get YZ's have it. From the 400 : 
to a factory ride. right on down to the 80. 4 aoe RS 
Every feature that sets these remarkable They also have 3 


Strong yet lightweight, the chrome 
moly frame can take whatever 
you or the track dishes out. 


Air/oil leading axle front forks 
have more interior sliding 
surface to reduce fork flex. 
They can also be adjusted 
for air pressure, oil weight 
and oil level. You could 
call them fine tuning forks 
for bikes. 


The reed valve Torque 
Induction System supplies 
power in a smooth, usable 
flow. 


adjustable, leading axle front forks. So, front 
and rear, you can custom tune your YZ to the 
way you ride and the surface you ride on. 

The YZ engine is a masterpiece of race- 
bred performance. Its exclusive reed valve 
Torque Induction System not only prevents 
carburetor blowback, but makes our YZ’s 
quicker and stronger across a wide power- 
band. That means more holeshots, better 
maneuverability, improved passing. 

And, for 1978, the whole beautiful pack- 
age is held together by a new chrome moly 


DeCarbon-type nitrogen/oil 

Monoshock. In the full size models, 
damping alone can be easily 

adjusted to 17 settings with just a 
screwdriver. You can also vary A 
the spring preload, spring rate апа Y А 
nitrogen pressure. 


Ra ооз 


A true racing trans- 
mission. Short-throw 
shifting means quick 
and positive changes. 


frame (except the 80 and 100) that’s con- 
siderably stronger than conventional steel. 
It’s considerably lighter, too, making the 
YZ's heavy favorites to win. 

So, whether you race for fun or fame, go 
to your Yamaha Dealer and get yourself on 
an exciting Yamaha YZ. 

And have a nice weekend. 


VAL 


When уои know how theyre built. 


This lighter, stronger aluminum 
swing arm 15 usually found 

only on very expensive works 

bikes. It’s standard equipment 

on full-size YZ’s. A unique spring- 
loaded chain tensioner gives you a 
smoother power transfer and saves 
wear on sprocket and chain. 


Mikuni carburetion ts increased 
to 34mm this year A new 
accelerator pump gives instan- 
taneous throttle response. 


U.S. Forestry approved exhaust 
system ts tucked up, out of 
the way. 


Massive clutch has over 100 
square inches of surface area 
Jor longer life. 


Five-speed, close ratto trans- 
mission to take advantage of 
the highest torque and broadest 
dual/dirt powerband in 
production. 


HOW TO MAKE MOLEHII 


When you tackle the great outdoors on a bike, it’s 
more fun when the choice of going around or over 
an obstacle is left up to you. Not the bike. 

Torque is what it takes. 

And the off-road TT500 and dual-purpose 
XT500 have an abundance. The reason: one mas- 
sive cylinder. The most powerful, big-bore, 4-stroke, 
single-cylinder motorcycle engine in production. 

But incredible strength isn’t their only strong 
point. They're also simple to maintain, very reliable, 
extra durable and down night frugal with fuel. 

Both big singles have lightweight motocross 


A mark on the ball bearing: 
supported, overhead cam shows 
the exact position of the piston 
through the kick indicator 
window. This, together with a 
compression-release lever, 
makes starting easier 


New larger fins on the head and 
aluminum cylinder keep the 
single running cool. Fin buttons 
keep the noise down. 


90:1 compression ratio. 


Dry sump lubrication system 
provides a narrower engine 
and greater ground clearance. 
A full 92" on the TT500, 
885" on the XT500. 


frames. A generous 7.7” of front fork travel and 6.4" 
in the rear from the laid-down nitrogen/oil shocks. 
Heavy-duty wheels and conical drum brakes. Plus 
an aluminum skid plate underneath. 

And of course, the XT comes complete with 
street-legal lighting and instrumentation. 

Our do-anything-in-the-dirt T T500. And the 
do-anything-anywhere dual-purpose X T500. Two 
big bores that are anything but boring. 


When you know how theyre built. 


Prerequisite: two semesters 
of basic trail riding, 
with emphasis on WFO 


By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


口 There are enduro bikes, and then 
there are qualifiers. Being one need not 
always rule out being the other, but in 
some cases the distinction is very 
apparent. The basic difference is that in 
reliability trials there is a more 
pronounced emphasis on speed. As 
Hercules Six Days rider (and 1977 
175cc Reliability Trials Champion) Drew 
Smith notes, ‘‘There’s not-a lot of tight 
terrain in ISDT-type riding.” Therefore, 
bikes that are built to succeed in that 
form of competition are logically geared 
in concept toward speed. 

The package Hercules offers is of this 
ilk. Like KTM and Can-Am, they have 
avoided a direct line of competition with 
Japan by aiming their bike at the serious 
competitor. It's not a bike that is meant 
to be ridden slow and easy. It sidesteps 
the playbike /weekend trail rider crowd 
that Suzuki and Yamaha surely included 
in their sights. Like a competitive MX 
bike, the Hercules is a machine that 
demands concentration and a rider who 
can stay on top of the situation. But, it's 
also a bike that rewards this rider with 
competitive performance and quality. 


Off the trail 

On their road to building a winning 
qualifier bike Hercules includes an 
impressive list of components which 
includes Ceriani forks, gas Marzocchi 
shocks, Metzeler tires, shoulderless 
Akront rims, Falk fenders, VDO 
speedometer and Magura controls. 

Holding these items together is а 
solidly built chrome moly frame and 
swingarm. Problems in past years with 
vibration, which sometimes resulted in 
broken rear motor mounts, have been 
dealt with by repositioning these 
mounts. They now sit directly over the 
swingarm. Less gusseting has been 
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HERCULES GS250 


The éountershete sprocket is mounted close to the swingarm pivot, tesping 
chain slack to a minimum. А guide is all that's needed. 


The Sachs powerplant puts out serious, if somewhat ER power, ae 


for the speed-minded cross-country rider. 


The gas Marzocchi shocks can be 
mounted as shown or inverted in any 
of 15 possible positions. 
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The Hercules features quick- change 
wheels both front and rear, allowing 
tire problems to be dealt with much 
faster. 


used on the new frame to save some 
weight. 

The solidity of the frame and 
consequential lack of flex is a major 
factor in what Drew Smith calls the high 
point of the bike, its high-speed 
stability. 

The Sachs motor puts out more than 
ample power. The GS250 is an 
interesting blend between a motocross 
bike and a grunt-type enduro machine. 
It’s peaky by most woods-bike 
standards, but retains just enough 
bottom end so that the average rider 
doesn't have to fight it in tight sections. 

The seven-speed transmission, too, 
allows versatility in what the bike will 
comfortably handle. Because it's 
imperative to stay on the somewhat 
narrow powerband, a lot of shifting is 
necessary to handle all the variations in 
normal trail riding. But such is the price 
for a bike that will leave most others in 
the dust on a stretch of fireroad. 

As opposed to the infamous image of 
the old Sachs tranny, the GS' shifts are 
clean and sure. The Hercules is built by 
Sachs, the largest motorcycle 
manufacturer in Germany. 

The suspension works well, but the 
rear could use a little more travel. The 
bike isn't tall by today's standards, and 
the swingarm sits almost horizontal to 
the ground. This, in addition to the 
32-inch gap between the tire and 
fender with shocks compressed, 
indicates there's room for more travel 
back there. 

Three mounting holes on top and five 
on the swingarm allow the rear wheel 
travel to be varied from 534 inches in 
the laid-down position to 7 '4 inches in 
the forward-mounted position. 

In keeping with the general 
philosophy of the bike, both the shocks 
and the Ceriani forks feel best at higher 
speeds. 

The other side of being a good 
qualifier bike is reliability and ease of 
maintenance. The Hercules offers both. 
The chrome moly swingarm, for 
instance, uses caged tapered roller 
bearings for maximum life. Both the 
front and rear hubs are conical quick- 
change units. You can remove the rear 
wheel while leaving the brake assembly 
and sprocket sitting on the swingarm, 
thus eliminating time-consuming 
hassles in the operation. 

The countershaft is positioned close 
to the swingarm pivot, minimizing the 
amount of chain slack necessary, and 
also eliminating the need for a 
tensioner. 

Abundant finning is used on the 
cylinder and head, and although it 
creates more engine noise, it also 
allows faster heat dissipation. 

The brakes are great units. Especially 


the front. Both are very progressive and 
solid-feeling. They stop the bike quickly, 
yet contain no surprise lock-ups. One 
tester mentioned that on his dream 
bike, he’d be sure to include Hercules 
brakes. The only problem is a bit of hop 
in the rear, but extending the stay arm 
another three inches to reach the frame 
would make it a full-floater and take 
care of that problem. 

The gas tank is a 2.9-gallon steel 
unit, which is comfortably slim. 
Threaded bosses are included on the 
top for attaching a tool bag. The seat 
joins well with the tank, but had a 
tendency when new to slide you too far 
forward. 

The Hercules has limited steering 
lock, which is quite noticeable when 
pushing it around but doesn’t seem to 


adversely affect the rideability. Because 


the machine doesn’t have real grunt 

capabilities, you probably won't find 

yourself in the situation where you need 

more steering lock. Some riders prefer 

such an arrangement, claiming it helps 
ر‎ avoid high-speed errors. The Herc 
offers primary kick, a horizontally split 
case, and magnesium triple clamps and 
sidecases. 

The footpegs are serrated but not 
sharp enough to hold a boot when wet 
or muddy. Look for the rubber pads on 
the kickstarter and shifter to go quickly. 
In fact, look for the shifter itself to go 
quickly. It sticks out a bit too far and 
gets caught easily by rocks. A folding 
shift lever would be a better alternative. 

The 36mm Bing carb is the dual-slide 
variety, which incorporates a 
handlebar-mounted enriching lever to 
operate the second slide. This comes in 
handy during long, straight-out runs 
when seizing is a worry. A flick of the 
lever while cold-starting, in addition to 
tickling the carb, always produced fire 
on the first or second kick. One-kick 
starts are the rule when warm, as long 
as the engine hasn't been flooded by 
leaving the gas on. 


On the trail 

General riding impressions, both pros 
and cons, were reinforced by each of 
our test riders. Initially it takes a bit of 
adapting to adjust to the unique feel of 

` the Hercules. But once acquainted, the 
bike becomes quite comfortable. 

Once again, stability was 
acknowledged as a major attribute, 
whether it be boogieing down a fireroad 
or going over a jump. Cornering is good, 
but not quite up to the precision of a 
Maico or KTM. 

A couple of gripes centered around a 
lack of ground clearance, which 
measures out to be 10.5 inches, and 
lack of flywheel, which makes it easy to 
kill the engine. 


LAX 


The Herc’s pipe is reasonably quiet, 
but contains no spark arrestor. 
Plastic fenders are by Falk. 


The front fender on our test bike was 
mounted back a little too far, and 
rubbed on the exhaust pipe. 


HERCULES GS250 


PRICE: $1698 
ENGINE: Two-stroke single, air-cooled 
DISPLACEMENT: 245cc 
BORE & STROKE: 71mm x 61mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 11.5:1 
CARBURETOR: Bing 54/36/1101 
STANDARD JETTING: Main jet— 155; 
needle jet — 3.14; jet needle —4; needle 
position — 11; idling jet—55; air jet 
screw —one turn out 
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-disc 
PRIMARY DRIVE RATIO: 1:3.05 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 3.17 
2) 2.18 
3) 1.64 
4) 1.29 
5) 1:11 
6) 0.966 
7) 0.834 
FINAL DRIVE: 530 chain 
FINAL DRIVE RATIO: 13/51 
AIR FILTER: Oiled foam 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY: 2.9 gallons 
FRAME: Chrome moly 


SUSPENSION: 
Front: Ceriani forks; 8%-inch travel 
Rear: Marzocchi gas shocks; 5% — 
74-inch travel 
IGNITION: Pointless 
RIMS: 
Front: Akront LM-21-inch 
Rear: Akront LM-18-inch 
TIRES: 
Front: Metzeler; 3.00x21 
Rear: Metzeler; 4.50x18 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 55.1 inches 
Ground clearance: 10.2 inches 
Seat height: 35.4 inches 
Weight: 257 pounds ready for gas 
Brakes: Front & Rear: Sachs drum; 
6.28-inch diameter 
Instruments: VDO speedometer 
Silencer: Yes 
Spark Arrestor: None 
Warranty: None 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Sachs Motors Corp. 
909 Crocker Road 
Westlake, Ohio 44145 
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HERCULES 
GS250 


Inasmuch as the Herc is intended for 
the serious rider, comments by 
average-caliber riders centered around 
its peakiness. Some felt it should have 
smoother power and more low end. 
They had trouble dealing with it on tight, 
rocky hills, where once you've fallen off 
the powerband it's hard to get back 
under way without spinning the rear 
wheel. 

Excessive vibration is also one of the 
problems with trying to go slow. The 


The VDO speedo and the Magura 
levers, throttle and grips are 
indicative of the first-class 
components the Herc sports. 


Air is taken in under the seat and 
directed through this Twin Air filter. 
The rubber bands are only needed 
while the side cover is off. 


bike just feels much happier wide open. 

Speed is what the Hercules yearns 
for. It will put up with sections of tight 
trail that have to be transversed, but it's 
really just waiting for another fireroad to 
be let loose on. ''It's a jet," was one of 
our test riders' first words following his 
initial ride. ''The power fools you. It'll 
keep up with any fast MX bike." 

For the serious, above-average rider, 
the Hercules is top-quality stuff. It's 
built to withstand the rigors of Six Days 
riding ,,which demands not only strong 
power and good handling, but also solid 
reliability. It’s pitted against a class of 
top-notch machines, and one edge it 
has is its $1698 price tag. If your 
business in the woods is casual trail 
riding, you'll probably want to look 
elsewhere. Otherwise, the Herc 
definitely demands your attention. В 
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. AND NOW A WORD FROM THE TEAM... 
L] The ISDT Commemorative decal on the tank of the GS250 says it all. The 
Hercules was born and bred with one vision in mind: Six Days competition. 
Realizing that, it seemed appropriate to elicit some impressions from the three 
members of last year's Hercules ISDT team. 

That team, which was formed two years ago, included Drew Smith, Gold Medal 
winner in Austria and '77 National 175cc Reliability Trials Champion; Mike Rosso, 
Gold Medal winner in Austria, Silver Medal winner in Czechoslovakia and '77 
National 125cc Reliability Trials Champion; and former National Enduro Champion 
Ron Bohn, who rode a Hercules in the '76 Qualifiers and in the '77 Six Days. 

The quality that each rider initially mentioned when asked about the Hercules 
was its reliability. Both Mike and Ron called it ‘‘the most reliable bike I've ever 
ridden.” 

Ron: ‘‘We rode seven Qualifiers and never had to do anything to the engines. 
The Hercules’ geometry is good for cross-country-type riding. It steers well, flies 
and lands straight and is smooth in turns. My old Husky could change direction 
quicker, but then the rider had to be smooth.”’ 

It was admitted that the Herc is a little heavier than its competition, but in normal 
trail riding the extra weight isn’t noticeable. Mike noted, though, that it should be 
lighter for special tests. 

Comments on the power, too, were generally in agreement. 

Drew: ““Тһе power on the 250 is perfect. It’s got hard motor power, and there 
was never a time when | needed more torque.”’ 

Mike: ““| had no problems with the power. | try to use the clutch as much as | 
can, but a lot of times | don't, and I’ve never had any transmission trouble. The 
secret to making it work for two days, or whatever, is to ride in the top 
three-quarters of each gear, so you always have a little in reserve. Save the 
motocrossing for the special tests.” 

Ron: “It's the fastest 250 l've ever ridden. It likes to be revved, but it's not as 
peaky as a KTM. It has a very strong mid-range. It likes wide-open-type events, like 
reliability trials, but can be a handful in mud.”’ 

For rear suspension, all three prefer Works Performance gas shocks to the stock 
Marzocchis. Ron used special hand-built Marzocchis in Czechoslovakia, where the 
resultant lower height was more appealing, and where he didn't need as much 
travel. But he would pick Works for this country. ‘‘They’re more reliable, give a little 
more travel, and work better at moderate speeds." 

They use а 14*/z-inch shock, and mount it in the second hole back on the 
swingarm and in the middle mount on the frame. This is where the most travel is 
obtained. 

“The front swingarm mount shouldn't be used,’’ Ron adds. 

As for the stock Ceriani forks: ‘‘They’re real good. You can't improve upon 
them,’’ Drew states. ‘‘They’re the best of any bike,’’ says Ron. Bel-Ray LT-100 or 
LT-200 shock oil is recommended for the forks. 

Changes? Ron would like to see the frame lighter and the footpegs mounted 
higher. Mike complained of the footpegs too, in particular their slipperiness, and 
said they reworked them into the style of the old Husky stirrup design. The brake 
pedal was strengthened also, by cutting off the rounded part, and bending and 
welding the front piece back to form a triangle with the back piece. Mike also cut off 
about 5mm from each steering lock to enlarge the steering angle. 

At the ISDT, Preston Petty lights were used in place of the stock units. “Тһе 
stock Hella headlight is a joke,’’ says Ron. ‘‘The new bikes will be coming with a 
Falk headlight/number plate which is much better.” Also, the new swingarm will 
only have three shock mounting holes instead of five. 

One last thing Mike adds, ‘‘Ny-locks (nuts) are needed.” Enough. 

In a comparison with a Penton, Ron feels the Herc is better as far as 
reliability, speed and cost go, but notes that the Penton is a bit lighter and can be 
thrown around easier, making it more appealing for tight woods competition like 
hare scrambles. 

Hercules seems to be shying away from the cost of supporting an ISDT team in 
'78. As a result, Mike now is riding for Suzuki. He hopes to see the PEs take on 
more Six Days-oriented features, the likes of which the Hercules bristles with. Such 
things as the quick-change wheels and the handlebar-mounted choke lever, 
"which | use all the time.” In fact, Mike credits the choke lever with getting him 
through the Six Days, when his carb mysteriously leaned out on the third day. ‘I 
like the Hercules. | know I can finish events with it.” 

To reaffirm this, another Sachs-built bike, the DKW, won overall in the 250 and 
175 classes in Czechoslovakia. 

Drew: “'1 love them bikes and want to keep riding them.’ 


There is only one DIRT BIKE. The same magnifi- 
cent rag you're holding in your paws right now. 
Your DB staff will go to great lengths in the 
interest of accurate reporting. Why Zeal even set 
fire to his house just to see if cases stamped 
magnesium were really magnesium. True enough, 
they were. Flared right up, well before the steel 
started burning. Or the clothing, records, tv . 
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| ИНЕШ чи am ЧЕЛЕГИ 


` Product Evaluation 


KYB PRO-LINE 
PNEUMATIC 
SUSPENSION 


SYSTEM 


Works-type suspension systems for your scoot 
By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


口 The quest to find the ono ultimate in wheel control and 
overall handling through the development of suspension 
systems is running wide open. More development has 
occurred in the last three years than in all the preceding years 
since somebody decided that rigid wasn’t the hot setup fora 
racing motorcycle. 

All of the major race teams are running 10 to 12 inches of 
the most zoot-plush travel this side of Zeppelinhiem. Today's 
hotter production mini-racers are getting more suspension 
travel front and rear than some world class motocrossers had 
five years ago. 

We're not just talking about more millimeters of travel, but 
of more millimeters of super-fine-tuned wheel control. Wheel 
control that would have been virtually Buck-Rogers-in-the- 
25th-century a few years ago. Here we are, smack in the 
middle of an ultra-fine-tuning era with many motorcycle 
components, sprinkled with occasional major breakthroughs. 
And boy, are we loving every second of it. 

KYB Corporation of America, a division of Kayaba Industry 
Company of Japan, was gracious enough to present us with a 
set of their new Pro-Line front and rear suspension units. 
Kayaba manufactures production as well as race team 
suspension for Kawasaki and Suzuki, and forks for Yamaha. 
The forks we're testing here are the exact same units that 
were found on most of Harley-Davidson's race machinery last 
year. 

The springless, pneumatic remote reservoir rear shock 
absorbers feature several outstanding qualities including a 
nearly infinite number of adjustment combinations, most of 
which are made externally. To date they are available as 
bolt-on accessories for '76 CR250 Hondas, '77 250 and 
390 CR Husqvarnas, '76 and '77 250 and 400 MC5 KTMs, '76 
and '77 AW250, 400 and 450 Maicos, '76 1/2 and '77 GPII 
Ossas and '76 and '77 RM250B/C and 370B Suzukis. The 
13.7-іпсһ are $265 and the 14.5- and 15.3-inch shocks sell for 
$275. 

As you can see in the drawing, the Pro-Line rear cushions 
use air in the bottom — or unsprung portion of the shock — to 
take the place of conventional metal springs. Changing the 
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pressure in the air spring chamber is much the same as a 
preload adjustment on a conventional shock absorber, except 
you can reach the precise setting you desire because there 
are many preload adjustments that are attainable between the 
adjustments normally available with springs. 

In addition, many different progressive spring character- 
istics can be had by adjusting the air spring chamber volume. 
By using the same chamber pressure and going to a larger 
volume adjustment plug, you can increase the spring rate at 
the final stages of compression. Changing the volume plug has 
the same effect as changing a mechanical spring on a 
conventional shock to one that has a different progression 
rate. So if you're landing too hard off the jumps, you can go to 
one of three other plugs which will give you from five to 15 cc 
less volume in the air chamber. 

It's as simple as that. All it takes is a little fiddling if you 
change the volume plugs, an accurate pressure gauge (which 
comes with the units) and a good tire pump to facilitate 
pressure adjustments. We found that 50 pounds with the zero 
volume plug was the perfect happy medium for all of our test 
riders and for the varying courses we tested on. 

The shocks abound in adjustability. Both compression and 
rebound dampening can be adjusted to any one of four 
settings — with the shocks installed on the motorcycle. No 
disassembly whatsoever. 

Insert a screwdriver blade into the notched shaft at the 
bottom of each reservoir, turn it 90 degrees at a time, and 
select which of the four compression dampening settings is 
desired. 

A thumbscrew, shrouded by a rubber dirt cover at the base 
of each shock body, can be turned to one of four detented and 
numbered positions for rebound dampening adjustments. 

What could be simpler? We found that the number one 
compression and number three rebound settings were the hot 
numbers. 

Another unique feature of the shocks is the upper cylinder 
seals, housed on the inside. Conventional external positioning 
permits accumulated imperfections in the exposed surface to 
lead to possible premature seal wear and a loss of pressure. 
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KYB PRO-LINE 


> pe RTT 
Very clever indeed. Many attractive features in a single 
lightweight and very trick-looking shock absorber. 

The Pro-Line forks are basically the same fine Kayaba 
air/spring units found on the latest production Kawasakis, 
Suzukis and Yamahas available today. 

Upon closer scrutiny you'll find beefy 38mm stanchion 
tubes which should keep flexing to a bare minimum even on 
landings from the highest of high skyshots. Internally, there is 
a whopping 187mm (7.4 inches) of slider overlap at full 
extension for maximum stability and strength. The suspension 
stroke length on these honeys is a full ten inches. 

Just the appearance of these outstanding-looking, shining 
metal beauties with their crowns and legs machined from solid 
billets of aluminum alloy brought drooling, wide-eyed moto 
maniacs to our pits in droves. They'd bloody their fingers 
dragging them across the sharply machined edges and 
corners while droning: ''Factory works, works factory.'' It was 
disgusting. Although the first few systems manufactured are 
very ''worksish'' looking, the folks at KYB are quick to admit 
that an increased demand for the units will force them to go to 
slightly thicker and heavier as well as not so trick-looking 
castings to cut costs. 

Unlike original equipment forks, the KYB Pro-Line units 
have an internally adjustable rebound dampening provision. 
As in the stock Kayabas, air is used in conjunction with springs 
to support the motorcycle. Fine tuning is done by varying air 
pressure settings. The rate of progression in the spring 
characteristics is controlled by adjustments in air chamber 
volume by varying the level of the oil. 

Our final figures were 11 to 14 pounds of air with the oil level 
150mm from the top of the tubes. 

Compression dampening is controlled by the viscosity of oil 
used. We stuck with the 15-weight KYB oil that was supplied 
with the forks. 

As with the shocks, a good-quality pressure gauge is 
supplied for making minute adjustments. In addition, a huge 
syringe-type device is also supplied to aid in getting exactly 
the same oil level in each fork tube. 

After removing the bars, fork caps and springs, and 
compressing the forks fully, a long adjusting tool can be 
inserted into each leg to locate one of four spring-loaded and 
detented rebound adjustments. Our findings in this area 
concurred with those of Bengt Aberg, who was sporting the 
KYBs in the Trans-AMA series. The number two or second 
highest rebound dampening position is without a doubt the 
zoot-capri orifice. 

These forks are currently available for the machines listed 
for the rear cushions, with the exception of the Honda and 
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Ossa. The sets for the Suzuki, KTM and Husky include triple 
clamps to accept the large 38mm tubes and sell for $465, 
while the others come without clamps for $330. 


So what do we really have here? 

Well, after a very thorough, extensive and exhausting 
testing program, we've come up with all the information you'll 
need to get your tricked-out suspension system in the ballpark 
to enjoy its full potential. The super-fine-tuning is up to you. 

All in all, when properly adjusted, both the shocks and forks 
(individually) perform noticeably better than the stock 
components which came on our test RM250C. We used the 
Suzuki simply because KYB had units readily available to fit it. 
We say ''noticeably'' better than stock. That is not to say 
much better, merely better. We say individually because a 
curious thing takes place when you install both the shocks and 
forks on a Suzuki. In spite of the fact that Kayaba makes the 
stock components for the machine, they have chosen to make 
the shocks 3/8-inch shorter than stock while the forks are 
1/4-inch longer even with the tubes touching the bars. The 
result is more rake and a partial loss of that loose, easy-to-turn 
feeling that RM owners have come to love. The only simple 
solution (aside from changing the shock mount positions) is to 
sit farther up on the tank. It's not really too bad, but they could 
have made the shocks just a little longer than stock and they'd 
have it wired. 

Then too, the forks that come stock on some of the 
machines they make accessory forks for are not all that 
shabby to begin with. In fact, some production forks work very 
well and most riders probably wouldn't benefit much from the 
Pro-Line units. They're for the all-out privateer who spares no 
expense to get the very best for his scoot. But hurry, so you 
can scoop up the hand-machined version. Just the looks alone 
are enough to get you into the first turn first. Think about it. (f 
they're good enough for Bengt Aberg... 

As for the shocks, like we said earlier, they are lightweight 
and easily adjustable to precise settings for varying terrain 
conditions. Hopefully the shocks for the other brands will be 
closer to the length required. 

Once we got the front and rear dampening adjustments 
dialed in, none of our test riders felt a need to change the 
settings. This suggests that Kayaba could save a considerable 
amount of time and money by offering the units pre-tuned. 
But, just because we were not faced with conditions that 
called for other adjustment requirements does not mean that 
they do not exist. 

If you would like further information on these systems you 
should contact KYB Corporation of America, 207 Eisenhower 
Lane South, Lombard, Illinois 60148; (312) 620-5555. а 
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1 HAVE ENCLOSED $1.00 (CHECK OR MONEY ORDER) 
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Spend a weekend in New Orleans, the Mardi Y. Send now for tickets because mail orders will 
Gras City, where you can loosen up and enjoy be filled first. Send a money order or certified 
all the seafood, jazz, and partying you can han- N 2 check with a stamped, self addressed envelope 
dle. An then.....on Saturday night, the world's to: "Motocross", C/O Ticket Office Louisiana 
finest indoor motocross! All of the top riders А Superdome, 1500 Poydras, New Orleans, La. 
"Goin' For It" in the world's largest enclosed 70112. Include БОС handling. Orders post- 
stadium. An incredible track wvith natural, TICKETS marked before May 10 will be returned by mail. 
loamy, delta soil that lets you keep it W.F.O.! Hoe cM Hess тн EE UE Tickets for iater orders will be held in your name 
And you wont miss any action, because the $ 8.50 Reserved (levela 1&2) at tno box office. Avoid linas — order now! 
giant replay screens can show you every ex- 
citing jump and turn seconds after they happen, 


For raco and room reservation info call: 


( 
$8.50 Reserved or 
and in slow motion! $5.50 General Admission Tickets 504-362-5200 
Discounted to $4.50 


s*orexes 


ЕСУ HONDA SCOTTUSA 


` NEW PRODUCTS 


ECOLOGICALLY CORRECT 

K&N's zoot air filter oil is now available in 
a large, 16-fluid-ounce can in addition to the 
popular squeeze bottle (eight fluid ounces). 
All K&N air filters must be treated with K&N 
filter oil. This new can, with an easily 
inverted spout for toolbox storage, is the 
new hot number for filter oiling. You can 
pick one up at your dealer's for around 
$3.25. K&N's catalog of filters, handlebars 
and other motorcycle accessories is just $2. 
Write K&N Engineering, Inc., P.O. Box 
1329, Dept. K1, Riverside, California 92503. 


JOE BOLGER SHOCK SPRING TOOL 

This may well be the ultimate spring- 
compressing tool for your shocks. The 
"Clippit" tool does not apply bending 
stresses to the damper rod as conventional 
shock spring tools do. Clippit can be ordered 
for $17 direct from Joe Bolger Products, 
Inc., Barre, Massachusetts 01005. 


CR125 STOPPER 
DG has just introduced their new steel 
brake pedal for the CR125 Honda which fits 


all year models. It replaces the stock 
aluminum pedal which can break with minor 
impact. $21.95 from DG Performance 
Specialties, 5552 LaPalma Ave., East, 

Anaheim, California 92806; (714) 996-4430. 


BAGGIT 
These ‘‘Chantey Bags” are only a fraction 
of the weight of conventional rigid-walled 
luggage, stow compactly and accommodate 
a surprising amount of gear. Made of 
high-quality 12 %-ounce 100-percent cotton 
duck for long life and authentic salty 
appearance. All bags come in a variety of 
colors and sizes and range in price from $8 
to $22. Contact Peter Storm, 126 Davis 
Ave., Bridgeport, Connecticut 06605. 


سے 


А PLASTIC VERSION 

PDI now has a new RM replica plastic gas 
tank designed to fit your 125, 250 or 370. 
This tank uses the stock gas cap, fuel 
petcock and mounting arrangement. Keep 
your stock tank new and dentless. Sug- 
gested retail is $37.95. Send $2 for their 
60-page high-performance MX catalog. PDI, 
1059 Cliff Rd., Burnsville, Minnesota 55337; 
(612) 890-5541. 


CARL CRANKE МАС COVERS 

Now KTM/Penton owners сап bolt on a 
guaranteed unbreakable mag cover that 
won't leak, won't crack, and helps prevent 
condensation from forming inside the case. 
You know it's terrific because it's made by 
Preston Plastic. Let the postman bring you 
one. Send $20 plus $1.25 shipping to 
Northwest Parts, 245 North Hwy. 99W, 
McMinnville, Oregon 97128; (503) 472-2515. 


'77 XR75 AND ATC HONDA PIPES 

Torque Products has two new, popular 
pipes for the '77 model Hondas. Both are 
downpipes designed for competition and an 
extra measure of power. They're tuned for 
your motorcycle and have a built-in silencer. 
The XR model will run you $39.95 and the 
ATC unit sells for just $29.95. If you can't 
find one in your local shop, contact Torque 
Products, 895 W. Mill St., San Bernardino, 
California 92410; (714) 884-0481. 


FITS MOST EVERYTHING 

This ingenious new universal wrench 
instantly and automatically adjusts to all 
inch sizes from 3/8 to 13/16-inch, and all 
metric sizes between 9mm and 22mm. 
Owing to its sophisticated design, it readily 
grips nuts and bolts on three sides so that 
the wrench cannot slip off. It even works 
with nuts and bolts that are severely beaten 
up or deformed. Belongs in every toolbox 
... perfect as a compact emergency tool. 
Only $6.95, postpaid, and fully guaranteed 
from Howard Product Co., P.O. Box 57246, 
Dallas, Texas 75207. 


ч. 


ITMAKESA BIGGER DIFFERENCE 
THAN YOU MIGHT THINK 

How about a heat-treated, stress-relieved, 
aluminum alloy swingarm for your YZ250 or 
400D Yamaha? The 250 model is made to 
stock length, while the 400 unit is 35mm 
longer for added stability. Both arms come 
complete with bronze bushings and are 
anodized to a bright gold finish. $159.95 
from DG Performance Specialties, 1170 
Van Horne, Anaheim, California 92806. 
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DIRT BIKE WANTS YOU! 


. to fill out this Reader Survey and return it to our massive, plush, well lit, super zoot offices so we can place a digit 
on the pulsebeat of readerdom. This is even better than politics. What you ask for here is what you're gonna get. 
So lay it on us. Your likes in bikes. 


TYPE OF MOTORCYCLE OWNED 


BRAND OF MOTORCYCLE(S) OWNED 


AGE SEX 1 2 3 or more 7 2 3 or more 
O under 13 O male off-road only........ tj Bm E Васо еа оен но 回 口 
口 13-18 口 female street legal trail |... O 口 口 Сапе АЙ ыле е а.а ice mem rs дедир ЕЮ amu B 
[1 19-29 口 hermaphradite (including bikes Саба Graece алаа arise ясагыз [ 
O 30 or older stripped for off-road Harley-Davidson «ses улеш E] 口 0 
Use only) B Hercules/Sachs 1222222 кеша aS Cl 2 
streetonlys «cea шу a Оаа s soe зане EIU E SIDES 口 7 
RIDING PREFERENCES Honda әз cs кәк 3 Sees а н TENURE З 口 口 
frequently occasionally rarely НАЗИМАНЫН! a „лг жй orae а айе i 2 лае a 0 D Г] 
IMOIOGIOSS autos бы е аНЫ жиё эл RR ж. жукаруы g О mi Kawasaklus «som xum SMS Lgs J [ 
ЕПаОТО E REE EE ОЙ ЖЕЙУ Ee pa cues Y алш rl at D 口 In ] 
Endurance or Reliability Trial (ISDT) .............. С D 口 人 口 口 Cj 
а Е НАБИ АСОБ ОО O a m 口 m Montesa): «4. rues tX i Sdn v ou 口 
Elatttack: soto Ере deg Y UGG IIO Oe a m [Г] 3 po Me 口 ial E! 
Opserved Talsi occ sc ix ortis sa бле wa жайт E) O SRE еа аа аа meses «x ees T 口 C C 
SEES eL. à Lad a eg j e has aora НИНИ Jade 口 口 DB ROKOM „х сше уа E RA SÊ ЕЙ ЫДЫ IA ai o D 
Road гасіпо emm cos хазыр уй E DE р ЙЕ 可 口 口 Оа Sca te d pee кы ere Ar adatoms an ats 口 口 图 
КЕШЕП. етее Cere in) укн а X oC а а эмен 口 口 口 атаба С E E а sides ween oe [ [ 
Баз таа жыз» шу a e t Vu ж e а-а О B O TEST PREFERENCES 
Ма таштата sos «ities seats To angers кошул БЕ А.а: Г] 口 四 (check if interested) 
Around-town pavement ........................ 0 Е Ы ÛJ Motocross 100cc 
Sportipavemeritus «cease S2 999 Pad E remiss вал [1 口 口 O Motocross 125cc 
READING HABITS C] Motocross 250cc 
never miss regularly fairly regularly occasionally rarely O Motocross open 
(12issues (10-11 issues (7-9issues (4-6 issues (0-3 issues C] Enduro, 100-175 
per year) per year) per year) per year) per year) O Enduro, 250 and up 
DIRT BIKE 口 口 J 图 U O Street legal trail, 100-175 
Cycle m m ag E 口 Street legal trail, 250 and up 
Cycle Guide 口 口 B O Observed trials 
Cycle News 口 口 O = 口 Flattrack 
Cycle World 口 3 口 ] = O Speedway 
Choppers o o ы U = О Street, 100-250 
Easy Rider 口 El U E E 口 Street, 350-650 
Motocross Action О а U = ы O Street, 750 and up 
Motorcycle Weekly 口 = E E = NUMBER OF TESTS PREFERRED EACH ISSUE 
Motorcyclist o 口 C - = LJ 1 E12 Eis 口 O5 
Popular Cycling J 口 口 J e COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS 
TEST CONTENTS What would you like to see What should be 
Indicate whether future tests should have more, less or the same kept the same in DIRT BIKE? added to DIRT BIKE? 
emphasis in the following areas: 
More Less Same 
Handling characteristics of bike. ............................... E 图 | 口 
Development background of current model. .................... О О 口 
Update info of model changes from one year to пехї.............. 口 口 口 
Set up tips from factory riders and R&D ........................ Û 口 Г 
After market accessory information ............................ 口 口 E 
Personal experiences of the staff and testers while testing ......... 口 口 О 
Н ОГ EO E а н endo ма овоа И О 口 口 
dle" QE a ra cakes Coen ED idu = What should be dropped Other suggestions 
READING PREFERENCES , from DIRT BIKE? or comments. 
really take it not 
interested interested or leave it interested 
BIKES 
Individual:tests s.s « i vum reet sed 口 m 口 
SHOOTOUT rane i ree ea SERE ay = С 口 Û 
Project pikasi 12494 Naar ess ve a О E 口 
Bike set-up tips from top riders 
and if aCtOLT8S urna as occae ce erg) 0 9 ate mi 口 口 口 
What it's like to ride the champions PER 
БКӨӘБӨПЦВ& ae O cnc iri Redit can 口 口 口 о HOW MUCH REPORTING DO YOU WANT ON: 
COMPETITION More Some Not Much 
Series Wrap-Ups ................. CJ Ej] 口 口 Legislation on noise......... 
Individual competition reports ...... o o [Л 口 Lesiglation on emissions..... m 
FEATURES Land {closure „хл. > оола е eroe 
a M—— come 口 回 о О RANK THE FOLLOWING IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE 
Top rider profiles and interviews. . . . . a 口 D 口 Put a number one (1) in the box of your, favorite, 
Profiles on the businesses that (2) beside your second favorite, etc. 
make and sell accessories ........ 口 E 口 Û Individual tests 
TECHNICAL (2 Shootouts 
How To's — set-up, maintenance О Competition Wrap-Ups 
BICI BB, acis мае ime m E mi Г] Personality profiles or interviews 
How Things Work — theory Г] Product evaluations, information 
(Wrench Racing Series).......... 口 口 口 口 О How to's 一 Set-ups, Maintenance and Repairs 
PRODUCTS 口 Bike Set-ups with factory and top rider tips 
Product information articles (listing O Technical-theory of how things work 
all boots, helmets, etc.).......... m] D oO Û NEW PRODUCTS | 
Product evaluations............... 口 口 B o Indicate the number of pages you'd like to see on 
Product shootouts (boots, New Products each month: 
IOVS CCN Р E mess e 口 口 口 m 0 1 3 BE 
DEPARTMENTS Should we have a Readers Bench Racing Contest? 
Checkpoint (editorial column). ...... T o o (You write ‘em, we print ‘em.) 
Bits and Ріесеѕ................... 口 2 口 口 口 Yes No - 
Riders:Wilte: isimi = osos a ie ene [m rJ 口 口 Should we have a Readers Pick the Best Bike in Each Category Poll? 
AS 近代 区 ER D 口 口 口 口 Yes No . А . ^ 
Hole Shot (guest editorial) ......... 口 Cl 口 口 Should we have a Readers Pick their Favorite Riders Poll? 
jFübnelVISIODss cu a жеке i e оне [Ё] О 口 口 口 Yes No 
New ProductSinis sive къ зз oxen CJ 口 口 口 Should we do one street test per month? 
Stuff (product recommendations) . . . 口 E 口 口 Yes о ; : 
RE 口 口 口 Should we have a monthly what's-happening-with-street-bikes 
[Cru вааз ааа дала аваа El 口 口 column? 
Grashiapd!B UD ааа e ss m О 0 El 口 Yes 口 No 


Mail this survey for a сору of it to: 


DIRT BIKE READER SURVEY, P.O. BOX 317, ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 


LAST LAP 


MOTOCROSS DE LAS AMERICAS 


December 3-4. Lima, Peru. After 
clinching the Trans-AMA series Roger 
DeCoster headed south to capture what 
might be called the Latin American 
championship. Six nations sent riders. 
Roger rode an RM250 that had 
belonged to Jeff Jennings. He was, as 
they say, never headed. Runner-up was 
Peruvian champion Ivan Bulos. Fifteen- 
year-old David Bailey (son of Gary) was 
the only American entry. 

Some of the Peruvians may head 
north for the Winter-AMA series. 


RESULTS: 1. Roger DeCoster, Belgium, Suz; 
2. Ivan Bulos, Peru, Maico; 3. Jorge Herrara, Chile, 
Suz; 4. Nivanor Bernardi, Brazil, Yam; 5. Giacomo 
DeCol, Peru, Yam; 6. David Bailey, U.S.A., Bul; 
7. Remo Boeck, Peru, Suz; 8. Rafael Belmont, Peru, 
Mai; 9. Tater Ledgard, Peru, Mai; 10. Fernand Macia, 
Venezuela, Yam. 

125: 1. Luis DeCol, Yam; 2. Pedro Vasquez, Hon; 
3. Jorge Torres, Yam. 


GOLDEN STATE MOTOCROSS 


The second annual Suzuki Golden 
State Series, sanctioned by the 
Continental Moto-sport Club (СМС), 
guaranteed purse money of $24,300. 
Suzuki provided a $3300 point fund for 
the seven-eveni series. 

Contingency awards amounting to 
$22,295 were provided by: Maico 
($8775), Dunlop Tires ($4410), Electro 
Helmets ($3325), Husqvarna ($3150), 
Scott USA Goggles and Mouthguards 
($1050), Hi-Point Boots ($885) and 
Disco Jet Products ($700) 

January 8. Saddleback, California. 
Kawasaki was the only factory team to 
show up in full force for the series 
opener and it netted them one of the 
three class wins. 125 honors went to 
former mini champion Brian 
Myerscough aboard an R&D Suzuki. 
Team Greener Gaylon Mosier headed 
the 250 class and Rocket Rex Staten, 
aboard a Bassett Racing Products 
Yamaha, headed the Open class. 
Elimination motos were used to sort the 
field. The length of the program, which 
ran sportsmen the same day as the 
pros, caused shortening of the final (or 
main) event as darkness approached. 


The three 125 elimination motos were 


won by Ron Turner, Honda teamster 
Warren Reid and Gaylon Mosier. 
Another former mini champion, Mike 
Brown, topped the consolation 
transfers. Yet another former mini 


might, Jeff Ward, grabbed the lead in series saw Rex Staten post another 


the main with Myerscough on his tail. 
Reid and Turner were among those 
involved in a tangle. Myerscough took 
over in front and Ward finally yielded 
second to Danny Turner on the final lap. 

Winners of the 250 qualifiers were 
Jimmy Weinert, who came from a 
dead-last start, Dennis Brand and 
Mosier. Bob Elliott headed the 
consolation race. The Jammer got the 
holeshot in the main, but Mosier went 
by about three laps later and that's how 
they finished. Rex Staten, caught in an 
early pile-up, charged hard to take 
third. 


Yesterday's mini heroes are running 
with the big boys now. Brian 
Myerscough won the 125 Saddieback 
opener of the Golden State Series on 
an R&D Racing Suzuki. 


Weinert won the first 500 qualifier 
and teammate Steve Stackable had the 
second one until he crashed, allowing 
Scott Gillman by for the win. Scott Miller 
topped the consolation . . . Short Stack 
came back to grab the lead in the main 
event, but was passed by Staten while 
Weinert, tied up in traffic, had to settle 
for fifth. 


RESULTS: 125 — 1. Brian Myerscough, Suz; 
2. Danny Turner, Yam; 3. Jeff Ward, FMF; 4. Gary 
Dirks, DG; 5. Warren Reid, Hon. 250 — 1. Gaylon 
Mosier, Kaw; 2. Jimmy Weinert, Kaw; 3. Rex Staten, 
Yam; 4. Donnie Hansen, Yam; 5. Tad Gumbmann, 
Mai. 500 — 1. Rex Staten, Yam; 2. Steve Stackable, 
Kaw; 3. Kenny Zahrt, Bul; 4. Darrell Shultz, Mai; 
5. Jimmy Weinert, Kaw. 


January 15. Fresno, California. 
Rain forced cancellation of the second 
round of the series at Mountain High MX 
Park. 

January 22. Sacramento, 
California. Weather forced a switch 
from Sears Point to the Sacramento 
OHV Park as the second round of the 


John Rocha 


FACTORY DIRECT 


COMPLETE 
* Can Carry 1, 2, 3, Cycles 
* Converts To Utility And Snowmobile Trailer 
* Easy Load Tilt Design 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-558-0446 
Kross Kountry Industries 
Communa-K 
1964 Wisconsin Ave., Grafton, WI 53024 
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Anti-Sway Bars 


VICKO! @ 
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“The Quickor kit is outstanding in quality — it is infact, the best looking, 
best engineered that we've acquired in sometime. It is refreshing to 
discover a firm that places quality ahead of pinching pennies. And yet, 


the Quickor VanPak is priced lower than you can buy individual com 


ponents to build your own system.” 
Cycle News — Jan. 19, 77 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
mm" 13920 S.W. T.V. Hwy. — Dept. D 
Beaverton, OR 97005 = 一个 全 
(503) 646-8600 


NS 


SAN 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 
PAR 


This future Pro is learning to assemble a wheel from DY 
rim, spokes and hub іп 15 minutes. This is part of his 
training in AMI's Wheel Lab, learning modern techniques 了 一 人 
of respoking, lacing, truing, balancing and tire changing. A 235 
Every Pro who graduates from AMI spends many hours 
in this and other Diagnostic and Testing Labs as part of 
the 450 hours of intensive training required to earn his 
certificate. The 12 week Residence Course is approved 
for veterans. Home Study Courses are also available. 
To learn more about this career opportunity send in the 
Coupon or call: 

1 


TOLL FREE 人 
Florida residents call 1-904-255-0295 collect. 


AMERICAN 
MOTORCYCLE 
INSTITUTE 


1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD DAYTONA BEACH, FLA 32014 
— — — = SEND MORE INFORMATION TO == „78-04-19 
NAME AGES 
STREET 
CITY 
AE == oe CST IB 


PHONE (一 一 | 
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The most 
complete 
mail order 
catalog of 
accessories, 


MOTORCYCLISTS : 
TALOG 1977-78 clothing, 
performance 


: equipment 
and replace- 
ment parts 
for all makes 
and models. 


AN Mei 


515 N. Victory Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 91502 
Please send me a FREE copy of the 1977-78 
MOTORCYCLISTS CATALOG. Enclosed is 
$1.00 to cover the cost of postage & handling. 


мл NIU 


NAME (print) 
ADDRESS 


e (Н) Husqvarna 
e & Hodaka 


e ® Montesa 


Mail order anywhere in the U.S. 
Send $1.00 for postpaid accessories catalog. 


Mission Hills Motorcycles 


8730 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Sepulveda, California 91343 
(213) 785-4289 


CELOS 
CYCLE 


MONTESA 
BULTACO 
HODAKA 
CAN-AM 
ROKON 
MAICO 
C-Z 


PENTON 
U.P.S. PARTS DAILY 


364 5. ARLINGTON ST. 
AKRON, OHIO 44306 
PHONE (216) 253-7455 
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Rocke 
Yamaha. 


overall, this time in the 250 class. Rex 
had to settle for second in the 500s as 
an area racer by the name of Lackey 
came out to take both motos. Mike Bell, 
back in action after breaking his wrist at 
Anaheim, took third in the Open class. 
By running the sportsmen on Saturday 
the pros were able to get in two 
30-minute motos, unlike the darkness- 
curtailed opener at Saddleback. A crash 
in the first 500 moto caused a restart. 
Warren Reid, involved in the melee, 
dropped out after a few laps. It was 
Lackey, Staten, Bell in both 500 motos, 
with a good deal of daylight between 
each. 

Staten took both the 250 motos easily 
on his Bassett YZ. Danny Turner took 
both 125 motos. Moto-X Fox’s Pat 
Richter returned to racing after an injury 
layoff and was joined by Donnie 
Cantaloupi, who was CMC North 
champion last year. 


RESULTS: 500 — 1. Brad Lackey, 1-1 (Hon); 2. Rex 
Staten, 2-2 (Yam); 3. Mike Bell, 3-3 (Yam); 4. Terry 
Clark, 4-5 (C-A); 5. Parry Klassen, 6-4 (Mai). 250 — 

1. Rex Staten, 1-1 (Yam); 2. Darrell Schultz, 2-2 


(Mai); 3. Dennis Brand, 3-3 (Mai); 4. Donnie Hansen, 
7-4 (Yam); 5. Milan Garrett, 6-7 (Suz). 125 — 1. Dan 
Turner, 1-1 (Yam); 2. Donnie Cantaloupi, 5-2 (Yam); 
3. Brian Myerscough, 7-4 (Suz); 4. David Taylor, 6-6 
(Suz); 5. Pat Richter, 4-9 (Yam). 


NATIONAL MOTOCROSS 


Mr. PiBB has expanded their 
sponsorship of AMA National motocross 
to include all three classes in 1978. The 
company, a division of Coca-Cola, 
sponsored the 500 National series last 
year. A $10,000 point fund has been 
established for each class. Mr. PiBB 
will also incorporate dirt bike action in 
their television commercials this year. 

Purses this year will no longer pay 
overall results. The moto winner will get 
15 percent of the cash. The remaining 
85 percent will be divided among the 
following 19 finishers proportional to the 
number of points they earned in the 


. moto. For exampie, the third-place 


finisher with 20 points will receive twice 
as much as the 11th place rider with ten 
points. 

Purses at the 15 National dates will 
be split between the two classes 
running. The 250/500 dates will pay 
$5000 to each class. The 125/250 and 
125/500 dates will pay $4000 to the 
125s and $6000 to the other class on 
the card. It averages out to a $4000 
purse for 125s and $5500 for 250s and 
500s. 

Although all pro riders had to declare 


John Rocha 


| 
THE MOST SPECTACULAR 


MOTORCYCLE PUBLICATIO 
OF THE NEW YEAR 


their class when requesting their < SH AND B 
license, they will be allowed to switch RA URN 


before the start of their designated class 


series, if injured. Such injury’must be AN OUTSTANDING COLLECTION 
verified by an AMA-approved physician. OF THE YEAR’S BEST 
CRASH SHOTS 
AMA PROFESSIONAL REGIONAL ө GRUESOME GET-OFFS 
MOTOCROSS EN ns | e TERRIBLE TANK-SLAPPERS 
A tentative schedule calling for six to 
eight races in each region will allow ө STUPENDOUS SIDES 
Novice pros to earn points toward € FANTASTIC FLYING “W”s 
regional championship titles in the 125, 
250 and Open classes. Experts will be 9 AND MUCH MORE 
allowed to ride, but cannot earn points. ONLY $1.50 
The series is new this year. ORDER TODAY WHILE SUPPLY LASTS 
Purses will be $1000 for each class at Crash & Burn 1978 
each event. Payoff will be by moto with o Box aE Encino, California 91316 DB8-4 
no overall payment. Riders will be МУ , i 
allowed to compete in two classes at Please enclose $1.50 per copy ordered, plus 50 cents postage and 
any event, but can win only one handling. Make checks payable to Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. 
championship. Half points will be Send me copies of CRASH & BURN 
awarded to riders competing outside N 
their region. ame 
The program kicked off for Eastern Address 
regional riders with the four-event City 
Winter-AMA series. The top two 
Amateur placers in the 250 and 500 State 


classes and the top 125 rider were 
eligible to ride the stadium events at 
Atlanta and Daytona in March. 

The points payoff varies from AMA- 
Expert racing. Only the top 12 finishers 


NOW AVAILABLE 
E wa THE ALL NEW 


info about the Regional Motocross 
Championship Series should contact the 
AMA Professional Racing Division, 

P.O. Box 141, Westerville, Ohio 43081; 
(614) 891-2425. 


AMA CAMEL PRO SERIES BUYERS GUIDE 


The AMA's finalized Class C schedule *600 BIG ENTRIES 2 
of 29 events includes five road races, *A complete roundup of all available 1978 dirt 
two shorttracks, five TTs, seven miles models 
and ten half-miles. R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco's Camel Filters will continue 
as sponsor of the Grand National 
Championship Series, its fifth year of 


• Тһе compendium of motorcycle facts for the 
consumer! Handlebars, lubricants, wearing 
apparel, machines, gears, and much, much more. 


involvement with the racing. This n 
includes sponsorship of the $100,000 DR T MISS ALL THE DIRT FOR 1978. 
point fund. $25,000 will be distributed in ER TODAY while the supply lasts. 
July, the remainder at the end of the ONLY $2.00 Plus 50 cents postage and 
season. The first-place rider on July 16 handling for each copy ordered. Make checks 
will receive $8000; the championship payable to HI-TORQUE PUBLICATIONS. 
Purse money will total $656,750, 
which reflects a 15-percent increase DIRT BIKE BUYERS' GUIDE 088-4 
over last year’s payout. Contingency P.O.BOX 317 Encino, CA 91316 
awards are expected to match the Name 


$65,965 offered last year. The point 


system, paying the top 14 finishers Address 
(20-16-13-11 . . . 1), has been City 
retained. Ё State Zip 
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TAKE TWO FOR THE ROAD 


WITH A 
TRAILER 


Hook up a Holsclaw and tow a 
pair of bikes or scooters any- 
where you can take your car. 


Just tilt the runners, roll on 
your two-wheelers and chain 
‘em down. Coil springs with 
double-acting shocks—like 
those that have gone millions 
of trouble-free miles on famous 
Holsclaw boat trailers. Two 
models to choose from. 


WRITE FOR 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 


Holsclaw Bros., - 
Inc. E 


412 N. Willow Road 
Evansville, Ind. 47711 


WOULD YOU BELIEVE 
A 2-STROKE SUPERCHARGER KIT?? 


Not exactly, but the effect is almost the same, when 
using the SKUNK WORKS Hi-Volume Induction system, 
with 38mm carb!! 


ae — MB 

i] \ JE 
the H-V kit BOLTS ON, with NO cylinder mods re- 
quired, although it is compatible with ported cylinders. 
You gain 25-35% average power increase throughout the 
RPM range, with NO sacrifice anywhere! Tested and 


recommended by GARY BAILEY, JIM CONNOLL Y, and 
many leading cycle magazines. 


FOR MOST PISTON PORT ENGINES, 90 to 500 cc 
Kawasaki Suzuki Ossa 
Honda Bultaco Montessa 
Others avallable by special order 

Complete Kit - $94.95 * $1.50 S&H 

(includes 38mm Mikuni, K&N Filter & Skunk Works 
Induction) (36mm for 100cc). 


WE ALSO OFFER BOLT-ON, LONG TRAVEL 
REAR SUSPENSION SYSTEMS, FROM 7" to 
11" OF REAR WHEEL TRAVEL. THESE KITS 


CAN BE ORDERED WITH OR WITHOUT 
SHOCKS & SPRINGS. PRICES RANGE FROM 
$24.95 to $164.95, * S&H. 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG '& DECAL 


Skunk Works Eng. Co. 
203-40 Mountain Drive 


Destin, FL 32541 Phone (904) 837-2694 
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LAST 


Finalized Schedule: 


Feb. 3 Houston, TX 
Feb. 4 Houston, TX 
Mar. 12 Daytona, FL 
Apr. 23 Sears Point, CA 
May 7 San Jose, CA 
May 13 Ascot, CA 

May 21 Oklahoma City, OK 
May 27 Denver, CO 
June3 Louisville, KY 
June 10 Harrington, DE 
June 18 Loudon, NH 
June 23 Hinsdale, IL 
June 25 Columbus, OH 
July 1 San Jose, CA 
July 8 Castle Rock, WA 
July 15 Sacramento, CA 
July 22 Ascot, CA 

July 30 DuQuoin, IL 
Aug. 4 Hinsdale, IL 
Aug. 6 Peoria, IL 

Aug. 13 Pocono, PA 
Aug. 20 Des Moines, ІА 
Aug. 26 Indianapolis, IN 
Aug. 27 Indianapolis, IN 
Sept. 3 Loudon, NH 
Sept. 10 Syracuse, NY 
Sept. 17 Columbus, OH 
Sept. 24 San Jose, CA 
Sept. 30 Ascot, CA 


NATIONAL MOTOCROSS TEAMS 


Kawasaki kept Jimmy Weinert for the 
250 class. They added Gaylon Mosier 
for the 125 class and Steve Stackable 
for the Open class. 


Honda is going with Warren Reid and 
newcomer Steve Wise in the 125 class, 
Jim Pomeroy and newcomer Jim Ellis 
on the 250s and defending champion 
Marty Smith and Tommy Croft on the 
big-bores. 

Suzuki picked up Mark Barnett for the 


125 class. Tony DiStefano will defend 
his 250 title and Kent Howerton has 
been added for 250 racing. Danny 
LaPorte is in the Open class. 

Yamaha is going with National 
Champion Broc Glover in the 125 class. 
Bob Hannah has elected to ride 250s, 
along with Pierre Karsmakers. Mike Bell 
and Rick Burgett will handle the 500s. 

Husqvarna signed Trans-AMA 
Support champion Chuck Sun. They will 
also support Tony Summey, Todd 
Breker and Gary Easton in the 500 
class, Rick Anderson — 125 and Marty 
Moates — 250. 

Can-Am signed Rich Eierstedt for 250 
action. They also added Gary Semics, 
who will race the new 370. 

Maico will not field a National team in 
1978. Instead they are pumping the 
National budget into a major local and 
regional support program to be 
coordinated at the local dealer level, 
with plans to get back into National 
racing in '79 with a rider or riders 
developed by the program. 

Bultaco will not have any National 
riders in 1978 but will offer a privateer 
contingency fund. 

Harley-Davidson signed Mickey 
Boone for the 250 class. 

Factory-level riders without contracts 
in January included Marty Tripes, Rex 
Staten, Billy Grossi, Jeff Jennings and 
Marty Moates. ш 


TIME SAVER TUBE 


(continued from page 56) 


in the pits. A normal tube can be 
installed later when time permits. 

The two tube ends butt together 
without producing a thump with every 
rotation of the wheel. Unanswered is 
the question of whether the tube ends 
might eventually wear because of 
friction. It hasn't been a problem so far. 
Extensive testing has proved that the 
vulcanized ends won't blow upon 
impact. One incident destroyed a rim 
and spokes, but the tube, inflated to 30 
pounds for desert racing, didn't blow. 

One tip about the Time Saver. Don't 
use foam to fill it. Think about it. The 
foam would flow in the direction of 
rotation until it hit the tube end. There it 
would be blocked from flowing over the 
entire interior of the tube. 

The Time Saver Tube will be carried 
by Cheng Shin dealers. Claude will also 
sell them out of his own shop, C/M 
Cycle, 320 East Hobsonway, Blythe, 
California 92225; (714) 922-6786. 
Claude's dad, Claude Sr., who 
bankrolled the two years of 
development, and his brother Mort also 
operate another C/M Cycle at 533 West 
9th, Holtville, California 92250; 

(714) 356-4902. ш 


Wheel сап be rotated to make 
installation easier. Pop the bead 
back on. Take the final bite where the 
two tube ends don't quite meet to 
eliminate any risk of pinching the 
tube. Time’s ир. 


REACH FOR THE 
CHAIN LUBE 
MADE FOR THE | 
DIRT. 


Racing in the dirt, you want super penetrating 
foam, the extra protection of "moly" and 
resistance to water and chemicals without a 
sticky build-up of abrasive dirt and grit. Only 
Lubri- Tech makes a chain lube designed just 
for dirt bikes. And a special chain lube for a 
very special kind of motorcycling makes sense. | 
Available at selected dealers. 


ШИШИ ЕЛ 


LUBRI-TECH HAS 
MORE THAN ONE 
CHAIN LUBE 
SO THAT YOU 
GET THE 
RIGHT 
ONE. 


Send $1 for catalog 
Lubri-Tech Products 
Rosemont, IL 60018 
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AN 


All models in stock and ready for 
delivery. 
Complete line of MX, Trials, Desert and 


TT equipment. 
Parts and accessories. 


Quick/fast Mail-Order anywhere. COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Minimum $10.00 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for $2.00. 25c each additional word. 


Complete machine shop service. Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 words. No invoicing; 


payment must accompany orders, including firms on account with display advertising. No commissions, 


Send $1.00 for catalog and decal. frequency rates or discounts. Ads accepted on the condition that advertiser agrees to refund readers’ money 


BULTACO cay 


DIRT BIKE Classified, Box 317, Encino, California 91316. 


promptly if shipment is delayed and reader requests refund, or if merchandise is returned in good condition in 
reasonable period of time. Display style ads permitted in classified section at display advertising rates. 


STEVE'S 
y 


7627 Van Nuys Blvd. Ст» 
Van Nuys, СА 91405 
(213) 780-6300 (2131994-7468 QCA CHAMPIONSHIP ENDURO by Booth апа Palormo 
一 the book everyore's raving about. Hundreds of 


photos and expert tips from Burleson, Olson, Pentons 


Use this form to Please attach, in this space, the label from a 
notify us at least recent issue to insure proper address corrections. 


seweeks before Mailto: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
you move. ae 
Subscription Dept. 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


NEW ADDRESS: 

Name 

Address 

City 

Stato s bu esee dcs e Ip 


CORNER 


MAGA ZINE 


North America’s 
Top Soccer 


Monthly 


All the excitement and action of 

pro, amateur, youth and collegiate 

soccer. 

Latest news from Europe, Latin 

America and Asia. 

World Cup action — the road to 

Argentina 78. 

Special features and profiles of the 

game's top players. Plus 

much, much more. Soccer Corner Magazine 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 

| 8 issues — $6.50 


SCORE NOW... Canadian sbuscriptions add $1.00 for additional 


DETACH THIS COUPON | postage & handling, other foreign add $2. ~~ 
A check or money order must be included. : 
AND SUBSCRIBE | ^^" Ы 088-4 


| Name 
TODAY! Address 
8 issues — $6.50 | сиу 


| State 


EGAN. 
Got 


80 DIRT BIKE/APRIL 1978 


to improve your score. $5.50 (California add 6%). 
PARAGON, 3106-B Sweetbrier, Lafayette, California. 


WANTED: EXPER. MECHANIC (preferably Suzuki) 
with service mgr. background. Salary open. Send 
resume with salary requirements to: MIKE DOHERTY, 
c/o AURORA SUZUKI, 7409 Aurora North, Seattle, 
Washington 98103. 


BIKERS, you should have our FREE CATALOG of 
lightweight sleeping bags, tents and camping gear. 
Dept. 6, WEST FORK, INC., Lakefield, Minnesota 
56150. 


LAID-DOWN SHOCKS for your old bike? New kit 
increases traction, ground clearance and rear travel. 
Fits all models at $19.95 or send $1 for brochure to 
G.R. SOUDERS & CO., 3521 Stanley Ave., Ft. Worth, 
Texas 76110. 


CYLINDER REMANUFACTURING. Precision 
cylinder liner replacement. Large, modern machine 
shop facilities operated by professional personnel. 
Fast service. Two-stroke liner replacement a specialty. 
SMALL ENGINE MACHINE WORKS, INC., 2217 N. 
Vancouver, Portland, Oregon 97227; (503) 284-6983. 
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HERE’S A SUPER WAY TO COVER THE CRACKS, 
FINGERPRINTS AND GRAFFITION YOUR WALLS... 


SUPER 


TRICK-ACTION 
COLOR POSTERS 


9. GEORGE WEGNER, CAN-AM 175 


Se: yx FOUR NEW 
FX а. ALL- ACTION 
10. JIM CONNOLLY, 250 BULTACO PURSANG COLOR POSTERS 


pom e torn 


VACUA 


1. FIRSTISSUE OF DIRT BIKE 2. ACTION AT INTER-AM 11. ALBAKER ON A 50 HONDA 12. GUNNAR LINDSTROM ON A SUZUKI 


Got a 17x22-inch fingerprint on your wall? Cover it up with one of these Super-Trick Action 
Color Posters! They make any room look really neat. Only $2.50 (plus 50 cents postage and 
handling). If your color scheme is Divine Dirt, order any four for $7.50 (plus $1.00 postage 
and handling) and really blow your mind! Postage will be paid on all orders over four. 


fc 


"e 


Use the faa 
coupon гб 
below 一 m 
ORDER i 


NOW! 7. KAWNSAKI CLIMBING 


4. JUNIORACTION 


LS mı ШОШ ЫЛ ШШШ БШШ ШЕШ ЫРЫ ШШ ШЕШ ЧЫ BM eee ШЕН BD S ШЕШ ЫШ БШ ЫН ЕБ M M БӘ 
| ü 
Е PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. DB8-4 B 
[| P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 | 
] Ё 
р Enclosed is check or money order for $ ü 
gy Poster No. 10 20) 30 4L] 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 [| 
B $2.50 each plus $.50 postage and handling; $7.50 any four plus $1.00 i 
gy postage and handling. Е 
i й 
Eg Name a 
д Address [| 
B City | 
— State Zip ü 
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We'll pay you $10 if your photo is published. Send your shots to Crash and Burn, DIRT BIKE Magazine, P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316. We also 
pay for any photos published in the semi-annual Crash and Burn Specials. 
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If you compete on Sundays like AMA Motocross Professionals you need faith. Faith not 
only in yourself, but in everything it takes to accomplish your goal. 

Professional riders have faith in products from MOTO-X FOX... FOX 
AIRSHOX, FOX SHOX and FOX FORK KITS. For power they depend on MOTO-X 
FOX porting, pipes, Mototek ignitions, and Mikuni and Lectron carb kits. For top quality 
protective gear pros count on our new'nylon/leather MX pants, MOTO-X FOX gloves 
and shoulder-pad /chest-protector, all from Finland. These pants and gloves are available 
in MOTO-X FOX colors, Swedish, German/Belgian, Yamaha/Suzuki and U.S.A./Honda 
colors, too. ; 

Plus, our MOTO-X FOX helmets, summer & winter jerseys, Brad Lackey boots, 
Scott U.S.A. goggles, Jofa products and Stackable pants are also available. Professionals 

trust in Metzeler, Trelleborg 


9 and Yokohama tires, Sun 
rims and Tsubaki chain, all 
en un a © of which аге available from 
MOTO-X FOX. 
At MOTO-X FOX 
we sell what we race, and 
а or we race what we sell. So 
9 whether you are competing 
e on Sunday or riding on any 
day, have faith in yourself 
Vou eed faith and in products from 
Ф MOTO-X FOX. 


A REPUTATION YOU CAN BELIEVE IN. 


Send $2.00 for 1978 Catalog to: MOTO-X FOX, Dept. DB, 520 McGlincey Lane, Campbell, CA 95008 


MOTO-X FOR 


Every downstrokeé of the piston 
SNAPS the short throw ean around 
again. You get fast throttle re- 
sponse atid two-stroke TILE 
through a large rear sprocKer. 
77's (5 dirt bike design. But the 
power has To go Through the Tires 
footprint before you move with 1f 
Those few square inches are Critica. 
At Goodyear we Know about dirt 
riding. Thats why we developed rhe 


Eagle MIXI Tire. [Fs built forum ПЕ 


with tls great aes. 
Heres how ff works. 


7, The Eagle MKI 
starts witha rugged 


ayon cord body, 5772/79 

cough to Tutr that N 

Power info forward ` : 
он. Thén an extremely Ter Aesrs- 


jant rubber ААЛ 1s added. 


2. талт GOODS YEAR 


ace RAN 


Built to run with a great 


о 
рела lig 225707 
make T8. HE 
= hardworking tre. 

TEENE Shallow Grooves n 
75€ 190 Of ICh lug Ierease 
thre fies CHECTIVENECSS OF marb/y 
Cr fatopack surfaces. 


‚ 2 The Eagle MAE. has a 
tigh-sianding siotuwl/ designed 

Hex ard absorb the Kd of 
4 (NOTOCIOSS c Tow 
FÍ you. 


4, The ИХТ... /f5 2 Goodyear 
Eagle and every Eagle Tire 后 
palrstakiigly engineered TO work 
with a Specific Type of mac/vne. 
Ask yout Goodyear dealer to 
match yout machine with a sef 

of Eagles. Theyte built To 
run with the 
great CESIgIIS. 


design . 
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